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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



Twenty years have passed since the first edition 
of these " Plain Thoughts on Prophecy/' They were 
then written, after a careful perusal of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in order to ascertain the great outline which 
the Spirit of Prophecy had traced. The Author has 
seen no reason to change his views. At the same 
time he would enter his protest against that abuse of 
the doctrine of a Millennium which brought it into 
disrepute, after it had been held by nearly all the 
Fathers of the three first centuries; and, when re- 
vived at the Reformation, brought it again into 
disrepute, through the wicked pretensions of the 
Fifth Monarchy men. 

In the present age, also, it has been embraced by 
persons who hold divers and strange doctrines and 
ideas ; but this is no argument against any truth. 

The Author would also enter his protest against 
wy views derogatory to the glory of "God made 



VI. PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

manifest in the flesh," — to the spiritual nature of the 
Christian religion, — or to the exercise of zeal in pro- 
pagating it throughout the world. To receive the 
Holy Scriptures in their plain, literal, and gram- 
matical sense; to ascertain the meaning of their 
figurative language ; and to lead his readers to en- 
tertain that blessed hope which shall both purify 
and animate them while passing through a world of 
sin and sorrow, are the objects he has in view. 

Those Christians who differ from these views may 
well bear with those who hold them, when they can 
reckon amongst their supporters not only Divines of 
the first eminence in former ages, but likewise Sir 
Isaac Newton, Joseph Mead, Bishop Newton, and 
Bishop Horsley, among the moderns. They were 
also acknowledged at the Council of Nice, and taught 
in King Edward's Catechism. 

But those who hold these views may also well bear 
with those who have not received them, when they 
recollect how lately the subject has been revived, and 
the difficulties which, at first, naturally present them- 
selves. It is also worthy of remark, that certain 
truths have been elicited in every age ; and each era 
of the Church has called forth the defence of par- 
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ticular points. Hence, in the early ages, the Fathers 
were anxious to establish the necessity of personal 
holiness, against the abuse of the doctrines of grace ; 
and at the Reformation the Ministers of Christ aimed 
to establish the doctrine of justification by faith, 
against the soul-destroying error of human merit. 
And now it may be of the deepest importance to 
render the doctrine of the Second Advent very pro- 
minent, against the infidelity, superstition, and an- 
archy, which have gone forth. 

A note of warning has ever been given previously 
to all great events, as in the cases of Noah, Lot, 
Babylon, Nineveh, Egypt^ and Jerusalem. And do 
not the signs of the times in our age herald an ap- 
proaching crisis? The effects of the French Revo- 
lution — the weakening of the Ottoman empire — the 
movement among the Jews — the circulation of the 
Scriptures in all languages — the preaching of the 
Gospel among all nations — the disposition to relapse 
into the principles of the dark ages — and, alas ! the 
divisions and sub-divisions in the Christian Church ; 
surely these signs may render that warning most 
useful which is contained in the following words : — 
" Watch and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
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worthy to escape those things which shall come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of man." " Be 
ye therefore ready, for at such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh." 

^^ Behold, the Bridegroom comsth; qo ye out 

TO MEET him." 
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** That degree of understanding with which serious minds are ordinarily 
blessed, those general Tiews of the schemes of Providence, and that general 
acquaintance with the prophetic language, which no Christian can be 
wanting in who gives serious attention to the word of God, will enable the 
pious, though unlearned. Christian to derive much rational amusement, 
much real edification, much consolation, mnch confirmation of his faith, 
much animation of his hopes, mnch joy and peace in believing, from that 
heedful meditation of the prophetic word, which all would do well to 
remember an inspired Apostle hath enjoined." — Bp. Horsley. 
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My dear Friend, 

It is not the least of our privileges that we are 
favoured with a Revelation of the mind and will of 
God. We have reason also to be thankful that this 
Revelation has been supported by such evidences as 
cannot fail to satisfy the candid inquirer after truth. 
Among these evidences Prophecy stands conspicuous ; 
and most writers on Christianity have naturally availed 
themselves of it. Doubtless, that part of Prophecy 
which has been fulfilled serves, unequivocally, to con- 
firm our faith in the authenticity and truth of Reve- 
lation at large ; whilst, at the same time, it afibrds the 
most satisfactory guarantee that what yet remains 
future will, in like manner, receive its due and full 
accomplishment. But, whilst faith rests with perfect 
security on Prophecy fulfilled, hope, from its very 
nature, must look forward to futurity, even to those 
predictions which equally form a part of the inspired 
volume, but remain yet to be accomplished ; and to 
which, as the object of hope, St. Peter declares we 
" do well to take heed, as unto a light which shineth 
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in a dark place/* It is admitted that Scripture Pro- 
phecy is not designed to make us prophets ; but, on 
the other hand, it cannot be denied that it is designed 
to excite in our minds the expectation of certain events 
to occur, and to be accomplished in their appointed 
season. 

These events are of so joyous a nature as to have 
the most beneficial efiect upon our dispositions and 
conduct, in proportion as they call forth the exercise 
of our faith and hope. They supported, in their day, 
patriarchs and prophets, apostles and martyrs ;* and 
they have upheld the Church of Christ, in all subse- 
quent ages, in her labours and sufierings. There may, 
indeed, exist a difference of opinion as to the period of 
fulfilment, or as to some peculiar attendant circum- 
stances ; but this does not in the least affect the main 
question. I am, however, far from wishing to be dog- 
matical in the positions I may now advance, but desire 
to be considered merely as giving you the views which 
have occurred to my own mind, while looking at the 
general tenor of Prophecy, and comparing one part of 
holy writ with another. And most gladly will I recall 
any statement which you shall convict of a want of 
perfect agreement with the only standard of truth. 
Having premised these observations, and regarding 
the subject as worthy the serious attention of a Chris- 
tian, I readily comply with your request to give you 
my views of 

I. The Period fixed for the Coming of our Lord : 

* Heb. xi. 13—16. 
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II. The Circumstances which are to attend that great 
Event: and 

III. The Practical Uses of the whole Subject. 
May the Spirit of Truth lead us into all truth, and 

influence our hearts by the things we are taught to 
expect. 

Previously, however, to my entering upon these 
topics, I will give you a general outline of my views of 
unfulfilled Prophecy. 

I conceive the 98th Psalm may be regarded as a 
fair model of most, at least, of the leading points of 
Prophecy which are yet to be fulfilled : 

1 O sing unto the Lord a new song, for he hath done marvel- 
lous things : his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the 
victory. 

2 The Lord hath made known his salvation : his righteousness 
hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen. 

3 He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the 
house of Israel : all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 
of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth ; make a 
loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. 

5 Sing unto the Lord with the harp ; with the harp, and with 
the voice of a psalm. . 

6 With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise 
before the Lord, the King. 

7 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein. 

8 Let the floods clap t?ieir hands : let the hills be joyful together 

9 Before the Lord; for he cometh to judge the earth: with 
righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity. 

This Psalm, you will observe, opens with a call to 
sing a new song, as commemorative of a great deliver- 
ance. Moses thus in a song celebrated the redemption 
of the people of Israel from Egypt ;* and a song, in 

* Exodus, chap. xv. Rev, xv, 3. 
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anticipation, is here prepared, by the Divine Spirit, to 
celebrate a deliverance, still future, both of Jews and 
Christians, more wonderful, more extensive, more 
glorious, more durable, than under any previous dis« 
pensation the world has ever witnessed. Hence the 
prophetic spirit, looking forward to what will, in due 
time, be effected, calls upon the Church to ^^sing unto 
the Lord a new song, for he hath done marvellous 
things : his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten 
him the victory." By these expressions I understand 
that the work in contemplation will be accomplished 
by the Lord himself; that the victory over his enemies, 
in order to the deliverance and exaltation of his people, 
will be gained by a special Divine interposition, and 
not be brought about, as on other occasions, by the em- 
ployment of ordinary means. It is then added, " the 
Lord hath made known his salvation ; his righteous- 
ness hath he openly shewed in the sight of the heathen : 
He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the 
house of Israel : all the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation of our God." The victory in the former 
verse is here manifested to be the universal knowledge 
of salvation ; or, in other words, the universal preva- 
lence of Christianity, and the conversion of the world. 
This is represented as a consequence of the Lord's 
dealings with " the house of Israel." His " mercy " is 
"remembered," which made promises to them; his 
" truth " is remembered, to fulfil those promises ; and 
the result is such a visible display of God's " righteous- 
ness in the sight of the heathen" as has never yet 
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been exhibited ; and a no less extensive knowledge 
and experience of his " salvation, even to all the ends 
of the earth." 

It may be proper here to remark that the promises 
made by Jehovah to Abraham and his posterity, and 
to which there is a continual reference in the Scrip- 
tures, consist mainly in these things : the gift of Christ, 
to come in the flesh of that nation, to be their Messiah, 
as well as the Saviour of the worid ; and the gift of 
Canaan, to be their peculiar and particular inheritance 
in the division and distribution of the earth amongst 
the nations at large. And to Abraham, in some sense, 
the world is given.* A part of this has already been 
accomplished in the birth of Christ ; and the fulfil- 
ment of the remainder is yet wanting, as the exhibition 
of the Lord's " remembrance of his mercy and truth 
toward the house of Israel," and as the display of his 
"righteousness and salvation to all the ends of the 
earth." But this event is to confer such a benefit upon 
the world at large, that the whole creation, animate 
and inanimate, is called upon to exhibit, in various 
ways, its demonstrations of joy. " Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord, all the earth : make a loud noise, and 
rejoice, and sing praise. Sing unto the Lord with the 
harp ; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm. With 
trumpet, and sound of comet, make a joyful noise 
before the Lord, the King " (i. e. King Messiah). " Let 
the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein. Let the floods clap their 

* Rom. iv. 13. 



8 OUTLINE OF PROPHECY 

hands : let the hills be joyful together before the Lord ; 
for he cometh to judge the earth : with righteousness 
shall he judge the world, and the people with equity/* 
Now, in the conclusion of this Psalm, it is important 
particularly to notice the reason assigned for this un- 
usual and universal acclamation of joy and praise. 
" For He cometh/* The Lord cometh ; and cometh 
for a particular purpose — ^to establish a theocracy : ** He 
cometh to judge the earth ;" that is, to execute the 
office of chief ruler; or, as it is expressly said in 
Psalm Ixvii. 4, " to govern the nations upon earth/' 
This import of the term to judge is not unfrequent in 
Scripture ;* and is it not the obvious meaning of the 
word in the passage before us ? because the preceding 
context, calling upon creation to rejoice, and the sub- 
sequent modifying and explanatory expressions, plainly 
indicate that he does not, on this occasion, come so 
much for the purpose of condemnation and destruction, 
as to rule " with righteousness and equity :*' though 
it be true that at that period, in reference to apostate 
Christendom, he will *^ break them with a rod of iron, 
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel/'f 

And why should a future theocracy excite any hesi- 
tation or unbelief in our minds ? It is no new thing 
upon earth. A theocracy existed in the time of Moses, 
but not so as to interfere with any of the minor ar- 
rangements of the national polity ; for it left Moses 
" king in Jeshurun," and it recognized a prince at the 

* Deut. xxxii. 36. Ps. cxxxv. 14. 1 Sam. ?ii. 15 —17. 

t Psalm ii. 9. 



UNFULFILLED. 9 

head of every tribe in Israel, notwithstanding the 
visible manifestation of the Deity amongst them, and 
the glorious symbols of his continued presence. This 
theocracy at that time was indeed confined to one 
particular nation, and was their peculiar honour and 
privilege ; but in the Prophecy now under considera- 
tion the benefit is extended both to Jews and Gentiles 
expressly : " With righteousness shall he judge the 
world'' — all the nations of the earth at large ; and " the 
people with equity " — the Jewish people in particular.* 
And it is evident that the prevalence of Christianity 
universally throughout the earth, and the special go- 
vernment of the nations, by the immediate presence 
and interposition of the Lord, without doing violence 
to any proper national distinctions or establishments, 
will confer such a blessing upon our world as justly to 
call forth the most unanimous and even supernatural 
demonstrations of joy and gratitude. At present " the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain to- 
gether ;" but, at that happy period, neither will the 
beasts of the field be at enmity with man, nor will 
man act the part of a lawless and cruel tyrant to injure 
or abuse any of God's , creatures. Then, under the 
special blessing of God, the earth will yield her exube- 
rant increase for the sustenance of all creatures ; and 
the elements also, though now so frequently destruc- 
tive, will then cease to be terrific ; they will become 

* VTben the word in the original is in the plural, it refers to the Gentiles ; 
when in the singular, to the Jews. Here indeed it is in the plural — Andrn ; 
but Goim is the usual expression for Gentiles. Amim may apply to either. 

C 
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harmless and innoxious in their varied operations. 
Then every thing will answer the benevolent design of 
the Creator. Hence St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Romans, represents, in a beautiful figure, the whole 
creation as looking, with outstretched neck, for the 
great Deliverer, at whose coming the whole shall be 
rescued " from the bondage of corruption, and brought 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God." 
(Rom. viii. 19, 21.) For, according at least to my view 
of Prophecy in general, and this passage in particular, 
it is then, and not at the termination of the millennial 
period, that those who have suffered with Christ, or 
have been his faithful followers during this suffering 
state of the Church, shall be glorified together ; re- 
ceiving then the public manifestation of their adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of the body. 

Here then we have an epitome of Prophecy unful- 
filled. In a general point of view, it is a new and 
marvellous victory or deliverance, to be achieved by 
special Divine interposition ; and comprises the over- 
throw of his enemies ; the restoration of the Jewish 
people to the Divine favour ; the communication of 
salvation or Christianity to all the Gentile nations ; 
and the establishment of a theocracy over the world 
at large. This is to confer universal happiness, and 
call forth the gratitude and praise of the whole creation, 
animate and inanimate : and, to participate in this 
reign of blessedness, the suffering Church will be 
raised and glorified. Such is my view of the general 
outline of Prophecy; and with it the Scriptures 
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throughout appear to me singularly to correspond; 
though it is not my intention in this place to illustrate 
that correspondence, as that will more properly ap- 
pear in the discussion of the other points to which I 
am hereafter to advert. Suffice it to say, that on this 
subject Prophecy delights to dwell ; and therefore 
Paradise regained occupies, in Scripture, a greater 
space than Paradise lost. And surely every well- 
wisher to mankind also must be delighted with the an- 
ticipation of that time when the ** nations shall learn 
war no more ;" and " when the wolf shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard lie down with the kid ; and 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together ; 
and a little child shall lead them." That will be the 
golden age of the world. The Church of Christ in- 
deed ought now to exhibit the first fruits of this spirit ; 
she has had the early rain. She has all the means of 
grace. She should hold the faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. May 
we individually enjoy, in Christian faith, and hope, 
and love, the prelibation of that restored state of things ; 
and earnestly pray for that " latter rain," which shall 
thus refresh the Church and the world. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER II 



That there shall be such a happy period as the millenniam — that the 
kingdom of Heayen shall be established upon earth, is the plain and express 
doctrine of Daniel, and all the prophets, as well as of St. John : and we 
daily pray for the acoomplishment of it, in praying " thy kingdom come." 
This doctrine was generally believed in the three first and purest ages ; and 
this belief, as the learned Dodwell hath justly observed, ''was one principal 
cause of the fortitude of the primitive Christians; they even coveted martyr- 
dom, in hopes of being partakers of the privileges and glories of the martyrs 
in the first resurrection. Afterwards this doctrine grew into disrepute, for 
various reasons. Some, both Jewish and Christian writers, have debased it 
with a mixture of fables; they have described the kingdom more like a 
sensual than a spiritual kingdom ; and thereby they have not only exposed 
themselves, but (what'is infinitely worse) the doctrine itself, to contempt and 
ridicule. It haUi suffered by the misrepresentations of its enemies, as well 
as by the indiscretions of its friends. Besides, wherever the influence and 
authority of the Church of Rome have extended, she hath endeavoured, by 
all means, to discredit this doctrine; and indeed not without sufficient reason, 
this kingdom of Christ being founded on the ruins of this kingdom of 
Anti-christ — Bishop Newton, 

In the phrases '' the kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven," there is 
a manifest allusion to the predictions in which this economy was revealed 
by the prophets, and particularly by the prophet Daniel (ii. 44; vii. 13, 14) : 
and the prophet Micah (iv. 6, 7), speaking of the same era, represents it as 
a time when Jehovah, having removed all Uie afflictions of his people, would 
reign over them in Mount Zion, thenceforth even for ever. There is in 
these predictions a manifest reference to the religious constitution which 
would obtain under the Messiah, which the New Testament denominates 
the kingdom or reign of God. In some of the parables it denotes adminis- 
tration, or method of governing. (Matt, xviii. 23.) In another, royalty, or 
royal authority. (Luke xix. 12, 13.) — Campbell, 

Ton regne vienne (thy reign come). — Lor<p8 Prayer in French. 
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THE PERIOD FIXED FOR THE COMING OF OUR LORD. 



My dear Friend, 

It is a happy circumstance that the points on which 
true Christians do not see eye to eye are such as do 
not affect the final salvation of man. Yet it is certainly 
most desirable on all points to search diligently the 
communications of Scripture, and endeavour to dis- 
cover and ascertain the mind of the Spirit. The period 
fixed for the coming of our Lord is, indeed, one of 
those points on which there exists a great diversity of 
opinion. I shall not, however, refer to the subject in 
a way of controversy, but simply advance such thoughts 
as have been suggested from a careful perusal of the 
Scriptures. I take it for granted that there will be a 
personal advent of Christ. Our own Liturgy refers to 
this continually : and the coming of Christ, to which 
she directs our attention, cannot, by any construction, 
be interpreted as a spiritual or providential coming, 
but must be considered as a personal advent. This 
point will be conceded by all without an objection. 
The period fixed for his coming must necessarily be 
connected with, and, in some measure, dependent 
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upon, the purpose for which he comes. This will also 
be admitted. The purpose for which he comes is, 
therefore, the first point for consideration ; and this, 
I should say, is to establish a millennial kingdom. Our 
Liturgy, in the Collect for the Third Sunday in Ad- 
vent, says " to judge the world." This is scriptural 
language; but I apprehend that hitherto we have 
been in the habit of interpreting this expression in a 
narrow and contracted sense, as only applicable to the 
condemnation • of the finally impenitent, and the de- 
struction of the world. But the scriptural import of 
the expression in question, I have already shewn, will 
bear a more enlarged interpretation, namely, to rule 
and govern ; and that, in reality, it predicts the esta- 
blishment of a theocracy. In the collect to which I 
have referred there is nothing which at all militates 
against this sense. Hence the purpose of the second 
advent of Christ is, I should say, to establish a mil- 
lennial kingdom; and this we might indeed fairly 
infer from analogy. The Lord conversed with Adam 
as a man converseth with his friend. He appeared to 
the Patriarchs. He introduced the Mosaic economy. 
He manifested himself to the prophets : and, when the 
fulness of time was come, he took our flesh, and dwelt 
three-and thirty years on our globe. As he, therefore, 
personally introduced the Adamic, Patriarchal, Mosaic, 
and Christian dispensations, may we not justly infer 
from analogy that he will, in like manner, personally 
introduce the millennial dispensation, which is the 
glory and perfection of all the preceding ? If he be- 
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came visible as prophet and priest, is it any thing un- 
reasonable to infer from analogy that he will become 
visible as a king also, in the establishment and ad- 
ministration of his millennial kingdom ? And if it 
were not derogatory thus to shew that his delights 
were with the sons of men, when he tabernacled among 
them in great humility, will it be derogatory to his 
glory thus to appear among them in honour and 
majesty ? This argument from analogy, in the absence 
of every thing in Scripture like the smallest intimation 
to the contrary, is, I confess, to my mind forcible — I 
had almost said conclusive ; but we need not lay any 
stress on analogy : let us proceed to consider more 
particularly the testimony of Revelation itself in refer- 
ence to the subject before us. Our point will, I trusty 
be satisfactorily proved by an attentive examination 
of the following passages. 

In the first place, Daniel predicted that when *' the 
fourth kingdom" — the Roman empire, was broken into 
ten kingdoms, then, *^ in the days of these kings, shall 
the God of Heaven set up a kingdom^ which shall never 
be destroyed : and the kingdom shall not be left " 
(like preceding monarchies) " to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever." In consonance with this 
prediction our Lord repeatedly acknowledges himself 
to be a king, and claims to himself a kingdom. When 
his conception was announced to the Virgin Mary, it 
was accompanied with these memorable expressions — 
" He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 

D 
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Highest ; and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David : and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever ; and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end.^* (Luke i. 32, 33.) On one occasion, 
when his disciples "thought that the kingdom of God*' 
(apparently in reference to that predicted by Daniel) 
^* should immediately appear," our Lord indirectly 
rectified their mistake, and intimated that the kingdom 
was yet future, by comparing himself to "a nobleman 
who went into a far country to receive for himself a 
Ungdom, and to return" Immediately before his ap- 
prehension he tells his apostles, ^* I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me ; that 
ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and 
sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel/' 
When Pilate asked the question, " Art thou a king 
then ?" he does not deny the charge, but answered, " I 
am a king ;" and Pilate's superscription was perfectly 
correct, " Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews/* 
To this end was he bom, and for this cause came he 
into the world. But he has never yet reigned as king 
over this world. In the Revelation of St. John this 
theocratic reign of Christ is said to continue '* a thou- 
sand years," and hence we call it his millennial king- 
dom ; and it is remarkable that the seat of this king- 
dom is fixed, not in heaven, but expressly on the earth. 
*'And the seventh angel sounded, and there were 
great voices in heaven, saying. The kingdoms of this 
world" (in accordance with DanieVs prediction) — "The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
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Lord and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever. And the four-and-twenty elders, which sat 
before God on their seats, fell upon their faces and 
worshipped God, saying, We give thee thanks, O 
Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to 
come ; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power 
and hast reigned.'^ (Rev. xi. 16, 17.) 

"And they sang a new song, saying. Thou art 
worthy to take the book and to open the seals thereof; 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests ; and we shall reign on the earthj* 
(Rev. V. 9, 10.) 

" Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection : on such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God, and of Christ, and 
shall reign with him a thousand years.*' (Rev. xx,) 

That these passages have not yet received their 
accomplishment, all will concede as a matter of fact. 
Our Lord, in his ascension to heaven, is like the noble- 
man, as he himself has described it, who is gone to a 
far country, to be invested with the kingdom ; and, in 
due time, he will return to exercise the regal office, 
and to establish his throne. This being the purpose 
of his second advent, he must necessarily come at the 
commencement, and not at the close, of that period 
which is usually termed the millennium ; because at 
the close he delivers up this peculiar kingdom to the 
Father. But when does he reign over this kingdom, 
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except it be during the millennium ? Hence, his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom are united by the apostle. 
(2 Tim. iv. 1.) 

It will be universally conceded that the restoration 
of the Jews, the destruction of Anti-christ, and the pre- 
yalence of Christianity throughout the world, will 
characterize the millennial period. But the Scrip- 
tures synchronize these events with the second advent 
of Christ, and teach us that he comes for the very 
purpose of accomplishing them. 

Take, for example, the 24th chapter of St. Matthew. 
Our Lord having predicted the destruction of the 
temple, his << disciples came unto him privately, saying, 
Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world ?" 
(ver. 3.) 

Here it must be granted that two questions are 
asked: 

1. When shall these things be ? 2. What shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world ? 
These questions are distinctly answered by our Lord ; 
the first, by giving a graphical description of the 
captivity of the Jewish people, and the utter loss of 
their civil and ecclesiastical polity. This answer oc- 
cupies verses 4 to 28. On these verses I make now 
no observation, because most are agreed as to their 
meaning, and they do not afiect the point in hand. 
The second question is answered in verses 29 and 30 ; 
and answered almost in the very words in which it is 
put by the disciples. Our Lord begins by saying, 
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'* Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken : and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven : and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they 
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory." 

The time of our Lord's coming is the immediate 
subject of the present Letter : and therefore, waving 
other things, I must here dwell more particularly upon 
that point. You will observe that this event is to take 
place, as our Lord here tells us, ^* immediately after the 
tribulation of those days.'' What tribulation ? Evi- 
dently the destruction of the civil and ecclesiastical 
polity of the Jewish people, which had been just pre- 
dicted. Has that tribulation yet terminated ? By no 
means. In its effects and consequences it has visibly 
endured down to the present time. But what is to be 
the period of its continuance? St. Luke, in the 
parallel passage upon this very subject, will inform 
us : — " They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations ; and Jeru^^ 
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles^ until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulflled" Then the tribula- 
tion will be ended ; then the Jews will be restored ; 
and then ** shall they see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 

Let me, in passing, make but one observation in 
reference to Matt. xxiv. Our Lord having thus an-^ 
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swered the second question, takes up again the subject 
of the first, in verses 32 — 35, in which, naturally, the 
disciples at that time felt a more lively interest ; and 
the chapter concludes with a practical and personal 
improvement of the whole, by appropriate directions 
and admonitions, equally applicable to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and the second advent of the Lord.* 
(36—51.) 

But there is another event which also marks the 
period of our Lord's second advent ; and that is, the 
destruction of Anti-christ. In the First epistle to the 
Thessalonians St. Paul had so frequently mentioned 
the second advent as the great hope of the Christian 
Church, that the Thessalonians thought the day was 
assuredly at hand. But in his Second Epistle St. 
Paul rectifies this mistake, by informing them that 
there would be a great apostacy first, and the man of 
sin would be revealed, and come to full strength and 
maturity : and then he tells them that the Lord would 
come to destroy this wicked one. " Now we beseech 
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christy 
and hy our gathering together unto him, that ye be not 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled^ neither by spirit, 
nor by word, nor by letter, as from us, as that the day 
of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any 



* Since I wrote tlie aboye, I find the learned Whiston, Professor of 
Mathematics in the University of Cambridge, took the same Wew of this 
chapter. And when we look at the commencement of the next chapter, it 
appears to me to be confirmed. " Then shall the kingdom of heaven be 
likened unto ten virgins," &c. These parables evidently refer to the second 
advent of Christ 
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means ; for that day shall not come, except there come 
a falling away first, and that man of sin he revealed, 
the son of perdition ; who opposeth and exalteth him- 
self above all that is called God, or that is worshipped ; 
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God. Remember ye not that, when, 
I was yet with you, I told you these things ? And 
now ye know what withholdeth that he might be re- 
vealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work : only he who now letteth (the Pagan 
Roman empire) will let, until he be taken out of the 
way (and the empire profess Christianity) : and then 
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
with the brightness of his coming J* (2 Thes. ii. 1 — 8.) 
The import of this passage is too obvious to need any 
lengthened comment. The " coming*' here spoken 
of cannot possibly be construed into a spiritual coming, 
or general diffusion of truth. The prevalence of the 
Gospel was not the subject of mistake to the Thessa- 
lonians, but the personal advent of Christ.* St. Paul 
confirms the fact of his so coming, whilst he rectifies 

* See 1 Thes. ii. 19. — iii. 13. — iv. 15. — and v. 23. — These all refer to 
the second advent ; and these were evidently the passages which impressed 
the minds of the Thessalonians ; and to the period of their fulfilment this 
2nd Epistle, ii. T — 8, manifestly refers. I am aware that some take a differ- 
ent view as to the person of the Man of Sin. They believe he is yet to be 
fevealed, and that he will assume an infidel form, and so be literally and 
emphatically ^ the Anti-christ.'' The Jews think it will be one from the 
tribe of Dan, and that he will take possession of the re-built temple at Jeru- 
salem. But all Christians agree, in whatever form the last head of the 
fourth empire may appear, that he is to be destroyed by the brightness of 
the Redeemer's coming. 
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their mistake in reference to the time. The plain 
argument of the apostle therefore absolutely requires 
that the expression should be understood of Christ's 
personal coming. Indeed, both are here so distinctly 
specified that they cannot well be confounded. The 
consumption, or gradual diminution, of this Man of 
Sin, may be understood by " the spirit of his mouth,'' 
or the preaching of the Gospel, and the circulation of 
his word ; but it is certain that his total destruction is 
to be accomplished by " the brightness of his coming J* 
The time therefore of our Lord's second advent is here 
made to synchronize with the destruction of this great 
apostacy.* 

There is yet another event to which I have referred, 
as indicating the time of Christ's second advent — viz., 
the prevalence of Christianity throughout the world. 
In Acts iii. 18, St. Peter calls upon the Jews to repent 
and be converted, because " those things which God 
before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled." All 
the prophecies which relate to the first coming of 
Messiah had been accomplished^ the appearing and 
death of Jesus of Nazareth. He then adds this farther 
motive to submit to the Saviour, that the Father would 
send him again. *^ And he shall send Jesus Christ, 
which before was preached unto you; whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restitution of 



* " The little horn," says Bishop Newton, on Dan. vii.21,22, <* continues 
to reign till the second coming of Christ in glory." But the little horn is 
to be destroyed to introduce the millennium. 
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all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world began/' (20, 21.) 

Now the ob\dous import of this passage cannot be 
questioned. " The heaven," to which our Lord has 
ascended, is to receive him but for a fixed period, and 
then he will assuredly return ; and his second advent 
is connected with '^ the times of restitution of all things" 
It is important, therefore, to inquire what is com- 
prehended in this last expression. To apply it to the 
destruction of the world seems to be a contradiction in 
terms. But, as these are " times'^ of which ** all the 
holy prophets" have spoken, we must gather from their 
writings the events which are to characterize this 
happy state of things. Without entering into par«> 
ticular circumstances of detail, we can scarcely open 
the prophets, and not perceive that three grand events 
axe spoken of, as constituting the glory of the latter 
days — I mean the restoration of the Jews ; the conver- 
sion of the world ; and the happiness of all creation : 
and these events do, in £act, give tis the proper inter* 
pretation of St. Peter's language, ** the times of re^i* 
tution of aU things." There is no other restitution 
spoken of by the prophets. And it is remarkable, that 
not merely the apostle, but the prophets also, connect 
these events with the second advent of the Lord ; or 
where do they s^ieak of his coming ? Let us refer to 
a few instances. 

I. Of the Conversion of the Jews. 
The prophet Isaiah predicts ihe j^dgm&ii& of Grod 

E 
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upon the Jewish people in language which, since the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans down to the 
present time, has been singularly verified by that once 
fruitful land. But, at the close of the chapter, he ter- 
minates that " tribulation " by the reign of Messiah 
on Mount Zion, and employs the same symbols which, 
in Matt, xxiv., our Lord also afterwards adopted in fore- 
telling the same event. "Then the moon shall be con- 
founded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of Hosts 
shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before 
his ancients gloriously.*' (Isa, xxiv. 23.) This con- 
nects the second advent of Christ with the restoration 
of the Jewish people. In the next chapter the prophet 
carries on the subject : " O Lord, thou art my God ; 
I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name, for thou hast 
done wonderful things ; thy counsels of old are faith- 
fulness and truth." (Isaiah xx v. 1.) This, like the 
Ninety-eighth Psalm, is a grateful acknowledgment 
of the Divine interposition, specially in behalf of the 
Jewish nation. The four next verses refer to the de- 
struction of Anti-christian powers : and then is intro- 
duced the next point that I am now to illustrate, as 
implied in the restitution of all things, viz., 

II. The Conversion of the World. 

'^ And in this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts make 
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on 
the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the 
lees well refined. And he will destroy in this moun- 
tain the face of the covering cast over all people, and 
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the vail that is spread over all nations. He M^ill swal^ 
low up death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of his 
people (the Jews) shall he take away from off all the 
earth ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it/' 
(Isa. XXV. 6 — 8.) This passage is admitted by all to 
predict the universal prevalence of Christianity ; but 
the prophet connects this event with the second advent 
of Messiah ; for he adds, in the very next verse, "-4nrf 
it shall be said in that day^ Lo, this is our God ; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us : this is the 
Lord ; we have waited for him, we will be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation." (Isa. xxv. 9.) 

The prophet Zechariah speaks of the progress of 
the Gospel throughout the world in the very same 
connexion with the second advent of Christ. Some 
of his expressions are indeed remarkable. Having 
said, in reference to his appearing for the Jewish 
nation, in chap ix. 14, "the Lord shall be seen over 
Ihem," in chap. xiv. 9, he says, " the Lord shall be 
king over all the earth : in that day there shall be one 
Lord, and his name One." The progress of Christi- 
anity is further characterized in the same chapter, by 
" Holiness unto the Lord" being inscribed upon the 
bells of the horses (ver. 20) ; importing that the 
common occupations of life would be conducted in 
the spirit of true religion. This is millennial glory. 
But we are not left to conjecture whether or not these 
events would be accomplished by the personal advent 
of Christ ; for, in reference to that point, the prophet 
had previously, in the 4th verse of this chapter, em- 
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ployed these strong expressions—" His feet shall stand 
in that day upon the Mount of Olives^ which is before 
Jerusalem on the east.'' Nothing can be more un* 
equivocal. But observe how this corresponds with the 
following passage. Our Lord ascended to hesLvenfrom 
this very mount after his parting address to his dis- 
ciples: "and while they looked stedfastly towards 
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them 
in white apparel ; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven'^ 
(Acts i. 10, 11.) Thus the conversion ofthe world, or 
universal prevalence of Christianity, will be one of 
the events which will mark the time of our Lord's 
second coming. But in the restitution of all things is 
also implied, 

III. The Happiness of the whole Creation : 

Undoubtedly the animal tribes : and even inanimate 
nature also, in a figure, is said to participate in the 
joyful event ; for it will no more be subject to abuse 
by the intemperance of man. The prophet Isaiah 
loves to dwell upon these bright prospects. During 
the reign of Messiah " the wolf sliall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; 
and the calf and tlie young lion and the fatling to- 
gether ; and a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow jand the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall 
lie dowTi together ; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. And the sucking child shall play pn the hole 



1 
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of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on 
the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain : for the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea/' (Isa. xi. 6 — 9.) 

In another chapter the subject is resumed : ^* Behold, 
I create new heavens and a new earth ; and the former 
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But 
be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: 
for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her 
people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
joy in my people : and the voice of weeping shall be 
no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There 
shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old 
man that hath not filled his days : for the child shall 
die an hundred years old ; but the sinner being an 
hundred years old shall be accursed. And they shall 
build houses and inhabit them : and they shall plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not 
build and another inhabit ; they shall not plant and 
another eat ; for as the days of a tree are the days of 
my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nor 
bring forth for trouble ; for they are the seed of the 
blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them. 
And it shall come to pass that before they call I will 
answer ; and while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion 
shall eat straw like the bullock : and dust shall be the 
serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain, saith the Lord." (Isa. Ixv. 17 — 25.) 
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These animating descriptions of the prophet are 
well calculated to exalt our views in reference to 
futurity; and they remarkably correspond with the 
language of the apostle, " the times of the restitution 
of all things." In fact this is evidently the only resti- 
tution of all things of which it can, with any propriety, 
be said that it is spoken of by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets. But of this subject they are all full. 
Hence, since the heavens receive our Lord only till 
this time, viz., when the Jews are restored, the world 
is converted, and all creation has cause to rejoice, will 
he not personally come from heaven at this period ? 
Indeed, the general tenor of Prophecy, as I think I 
have already shewn, teaches us to be looking forward 
to this blessed consummation, and particularly to be 
expecting the personal advent of Christ, as the har- 
binger of this glorious period, when he shall come to 
set up his kingdom upon earth, and to confer miUen- 
nial happiness upon our fallen world. This view you 
will admit renders the second advent an object of hope 
and fervent desire ; but whether, my dear friend, you 
can agree with me, or not, as to the period fixed for so 
glorious and so joyous an event, I am sure you will 
join with me ip prayer, and say, " Amen, even so, 
come, Lord Jesus." Let the Jews be restored, let the 
world be converted, let the whole earth be filled with 
thy glory. Amen and Amen.* 

I am, your's affectionately. 

* Read Psalm Ixxii. in tbis light. 
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** That tbis piopbecy of the millenniam, and of the first lesurrection, be 
taken only for an allegory, the text cannot admit ; for with what propriety 
can it be siud that some of the dead, who were beheaded, lired and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years ; but the rest of the dead lived not again till 
the thousand years were finished ; unless the dying and living again be the 
same in both places, a proper death and resurrection ? If the martyrs rise 
only in a spiritual sense, then the rest of the dead rise only in a spiritual 
sense ; but if the rest of the dead really rise, the martyrs rise in the same man- 
ner. There is no difference between them ; and we should be cautious and 
tender of making the first resurrection an allegory, lest others should reduce 
the second into an allegory too." — Bishop Newton. 

" According to tradition, too, these thousand years of the reign of Christ 
and the saints are the great day of judgpnent ; in the morning, or beginning 
whereof, shall be the coming of Christ in flaming fire, and the particular 
judgment of Anti-christ, and the first resurrection ; and the evening, or 
conclusion whereof, shall be the general resurrection of the dead, small and 
great; and they shall be judged every man according to his works." — Ibid, 

The judicious Scott, in his Commentary on Jeremiah xxxi. says, ^ This 
is a continuation of the prophecy that was begun in the preceding chapter, 
which evidently relates to the kingdom of Christ." The same Hme^ therefore, 
here mentioned must refer to those events and to the latter days of the Church, 
Not only would the Jews be reinstated in their privileges as the people of 
God, but the same blessing is promised to all the families of Israel. Some 
Israelites returned with the Jews from Babylon, and perhaps more of them 
wer»4ncorporated among them in the several places where they settled; and 
many of them were converted to Christianity in the primitive ages : yet 
these things seem to have formed only a partial accomplishment of this prediction. 
But in the latter days, when the Jews shall be turned to the Lord, *' all 
Israel shall be saved ;" and then Jehovah will emphatically be the God of 
all the families of Israel. 

^ Several prophecies foretell the restoration of Judah and Israel, and their 
re-union after their restoration." — Lowth, 
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THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH ARE • TO ATTEND 

THAT GREAT EVENT. 



My dear Friend, 

I DO not wonder that the second advent of our 
blessed Lord should not be generally expected till the 
close of the millennium. Few have advanced any other 
idea for ages : and the unchristian spirit and conduct 
of the fifth monarchy-men brought the whole subject 
of the millennium into disrepute. But this should by 
no means prevent an unbiassed examination of the 
Holy Scriptures, on so interesting a topic. It is a fact, 
that the restoration and conversion of the Jews, and 
especially the calling of the first-fruits from among 
them, have also been generally overlooked for ages. 
But these points are now becoming obvious to the 
diligent readers of the inspired volume, in consequence 
of the subject being brought before them. The coming 
of the Lord likewise, and his millennial reign and glory, 
will become more and more known to spiritual Christ- 
ians, if their attention be fairly called to these points 
also. I cannot doubt, from what Bishop Newton and 
others have noticed, and from what I have read of the 

F 
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fathers, that very many Christians of the three first 
centuries expected the personal advent of Christ at the 
period of the destruction of the fourth monarchy, and 
therefore at the commencement of the millennium.* 
Bishop Horsley, and other great and good men of our 
own age, seem to have taken the same view. But I 
would by no means have the subject brought forward as 
an article of faith, which must be received at the peril 
of our spiritual welfare. Still less would I be positive as 
to the circumstances or particulars of that kingdom. It 
is much more easy to discover certain points or events, 
as revealed in the oracles of God, than to ascertain the 
mode in which they exist, or by which they may be 
conducted. On this subject, in particular, we may 
soon get into the region of conjecture, or find things 
" hard to be understood." But if we read the prophe- 
cies with attention and prayer, and compare one part 
with another, and keep close to the letter and spirit of 
Scripture, we shall not materially err. It is in this 
spirit I would meet your wishes, in stating my views 
of the circumstances which will attend the great event 
of our Lord's second appearing. Some of these cir- 
cumstances, indeed, have been already partially 
touched upon, in my former Letters ; but it may be 
useful to examine them again more in detail, and to 
view the whole together, in a connected form. With 
this apology for any repetition that may unavoidably 
occur, the first circumstance that I would observe, as 



* Justin Martyr, IrensBUS, TertuUian, Lactaotius, ^mmbc, and some in 
every age of the Charcb. 
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accompanying the great event of which I have been 
speaking, is 

1. Destruction to the Apostate Roman Empire. 

There are four things peculiarly displeasing to the 
Almighty — namely, the Neglect^ the Abuse^ the Cor^ 
ruptiouy and th e Persecution, of his Truth. These things 
bring the righteous judgments of God upon the chil- 
dren of men. And in these sins, alas! Europe is 
deeply involved. It is of the Roman empire, unques- 
tionably, that Daniel prophecies, whatever form it may 
assume. (Dan. vii. 11, 24, 26.) And it is the Roman 
earth that forms the subject of the Apocalypse of St. 
John. One seal after another has been opened ; one 
trumpet after another sounded ; one vial of wrath after 
another poured out ; but no salutary change has been 
produced. Therefore, " Behold, the third woe cometh 
quickly ; " * and final destruction awaits apostate 
Christian kingdoms. " He will render vengeance to 
his enemies, and will reward them that hate him. He 
will avenge the blood of his servants " at the time when 
he is ** merciful to his land and to his people."t *'The 
Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots like a 
whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his re- 
buke with flames of fire." J " And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the 
high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth 
upon the earth, and they shall be gathered together as 
prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up 

* RcY. xi. 14. t Dcut. xxxii. 41 — 43, J Isaiah Ixvi. 15. 
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in the prison."* *• And there shall be signs in the sun, 
and in the moon, and in the stars, and upon the earth 
distress of nations with perplexity ; the sea and the 
waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are coming on the 
earth ; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken/'f 
" And the beast and the false prophet will be taken, 
and cast alive into a lake of fire,":j; 

I have called this the destruction of the apostate 
Roman empire, because it appears to me that the 
heathen world is not referred to in these and similar 
passages, but only that part of our globe which has 
either neglected, or abused, or corrupted, or persecuted 
the truth. As the apostate Jewish Church was de- 
stroyed, so will the apostate Christian Church be over- 
thrown. Have you ever considered the parables in 
this light? I mean as referring exclusively to the 
visible Church of Christ, and not to the rest of man- 
kind ? The parable of the sower speaks of those who 
had heard the word. The tares and the wheat grow 
in the same field. The good and bad fish were 
gathered by the same net. This foolish and wise vir- 
gins were all professed friends of the bridegroom. 
The servants who improved their talents, and the one 
who hid his lord's money, were of the same household.^ 

♦ Isaiah xxiv. 21, 22. f Luke xxi. 25, 26. 
X Rev. xix. 20. As the Gospel was preached to all the ciYilized nations 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, and thus it formed Churches among the 
Gentiles ; so will it he preached among the Heathen before the destruction 
of the Roman empire, as a witness, to prepare them for the unirersal diffu- 
sion of Truth. Is not this now taking place P 

§ Matt xiii. and xxr. 
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This uniform application of the judgment at the end 
of this age,* to those who have been called Christian, 
is worthy of notice. I confess I can see no other 
characters described in the close of that memorable 
chapter, Matthew xxv. The charge brought against 
those on the left hand is much more applicable to pro- 
fessing Christians than to the heathen world. They 
were wanting in love to the true disciples of Christ, 
and thereby proved they had no love to the Lord him- 
self. The heathen world, in general, know little or 
nothing of the true disciples of Christ ; but professed 
Christians have had the sincere followers of the Lamb 
among them, and have hated the light which they 
have reflected. Hence, to such it may well be said, 
" Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye did it not to me." Thus judgment 
begins where most light has been afforded. And does 
not this correspond with the past dealings of the Al- 
mighty ? For the rejection of the Messiah, the Jewish 
Church was given up into the hands of her enemies, 
and was destroyed. For the corruption of his truth, 
the Christian Church in the East was overrun by the 
Saracenic locusts and Euphratean horsemen. And 
both for the corruption and persecution of his truth, 
final judgment will overwhelm the Church of Rome. 



* The Greek word ataov signifies age, and must be so understood in 
these passages. The tares will certainly not thus grow with the wheat 
during the millennium. They are to be gathered up at the end of the 
present dispensation. So the end of the Jewish dispensation was the end 
of that world or age. — See 1 Cor. x. II ; Heb. ix. 26, in the original. 
Whitby and others agree in this use of the word. 
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I would there were no occasion to add, that the Pro- 
testant Churches have much to fear from the worldly, 
and self-righteous, and infidel spirit too visibly mani- 
fested in the neglect of the great salvation. ** He that 
knew his Lord's will, and prepared not, neither did ac- 
cording to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 
For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
much be required." (Luke xii. 47, 48.) What puri- 
fication in some Churches, and what revival of true 
religion in others, may take place before the great 
day, it is not for us to determine ; but that much may 
be efiected, in reference to these points, should form 
the subject of our persevering exertions, and of our 
daily prayers. An innumerable multitude of indi- 
viduals may thus be eternally benefitted. Yet we have 
little hope of Christendom on a large or national scale. 
** As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, 
they married wives, they were given in marriage, 
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the 
flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise also as 
it was in the days of Lot ; they did eat, they drank, 
they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded : 
but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed."* At the destruction of the 
Jewish Church and polity but a "small remnant" 
were preserved. I heartily wish this may not be too 

* Lule xvii. 26—30. 
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correct a type of the professing Christiaa Church. 
May we, my dear friend, and all dear to us, be found 
among the profitable hearers of the word ; the wheat 
that shall be gathered into the garner ; the good fish 
that shall be preserved alive ; the diligent servants 
that shall be rewarded ; the sincere lovers of Christ 
and his disciples, who shall be owned as his, and 
honoured for ever. These are the characters who 
shall enter the promised "rest," when "the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ."* 

Thus the destruction of the apostate Roman empire 
will be a circumstance which will characterize the 
second advent of Christ as a day of judgment and 
awful retribution upon corrupt Christendom at large; 
as also upon all individual professing Christians who 
have hitherto neglected and abused their great privi- 
leges. Yet it will be a period fraught with blessings. 
I must therefore now notice those circumstances which 
will stamp that event with joy and triumph, and render 
it a day to be most anxiously desired. 

I observe, therefore, that at that period will take 
place 

2. Restoration and Happiness to the Jewish People. 

A cursory perusal of the Scriptures is suf&cient to 
convince us that a marked distinction is made between 

* 2 Thess. i. 7, 8. 
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the descendants of Abraham and the Gentile nations ; 
that is, in fact, all other nations of the earth. This 
has been seen in the Psalm already considered ; and 
it is no less observable in other parts of Scripture 
throughout. But besides this, there is yet another 
important distinction kept up in the Holy Scriptures, 
with equal care and fidelity, though, perhaps, not 
always so obvious on a cursory perusal, and therefore 
less frequently attended to: I mean the distinction 
which has subsisted between the descendants them- 
selves of this remarkable patriarch, from the time that 
they were divided into two kingdoms, by the revolt of 
the ten tribes from the house of David. From that 
period their histories have differed materially, and 
have been kept distinct in the historical parts of the 
sacred volume, under the designation of the kingdom 
of Israel, i. e., the ten tribes ; and the kingdom of 
Judah, or Jews, i. c, the two tribes which adhered to 
the family of David. In the prophecies respecting 
their future destinies this distinction is most carefully 
preserved ; and it is important to mark this, both be- 
cause it throws light on many of the predictions which 
might otherwise seem obscure, and also because it 
exemplifies the scrupulous accuracy of the prophetic 
language. With these preliminary observations Twill 
suggest what has occurred to my own mind as to those 
circumstances attending the second advent of our 
Lord, which concern the Jews. 

What is the present state of the Jewish nation at 
large ? The ten tribes, according to human appear- 
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ances, are lost ; and the two tribes are scattered among 
all nations. That this state exactly corresponds with 
the prophecies which have spoken of their dispersion, 
is, I believe, universally admitted. I need not, there- 
fore, here quote and illustrate those parts of Scripture 
which, in reference to the Jews, have to us, in the 
present day, become history. But let it be remarked 
that the Jewish people, even in their present state of 
rejection and degradation, are God's witnesses. In 
any point of view they are a standing miracle. In 
their continued existence, and the extraordinary events 
which have hitherto characterized their history, they 
bear testimony to the truth of Scripture ; and whilst 
this fact leaves infidelity without an excuse, it is both 
an example and a pledge of the minute particularity 
with which the predictions, yet referring to a future 
period, will be accomplished. 

The writings of Moses seem to furnish the very 
seeds of all Prophecy in regard to this people. In 
Deut. xxviii. their captivity is twice described, at the 
36th and at the 49th verses ; and the peculiarities of 
these two descriptions appear to me to refer to what 
has since been realized — the separate captivities of the 
ten tribes and the two tribes. But, waiving that point, 
as ilot belonging to our immediate subject, we come to 
Deut. XXX., which refers to their restoration, and 
which may be regarded as a brief summary of all that 
may be considered as most important : — 

1 And it shall come to pass, 'when all these things are come 
upon thee, the hlessing and the curse, which I have set before thee, 
and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations whither 
the Lord thy God hath driven thee, 

G 
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2 And shalt return unto the Lord tby God, and shalt obey his 
voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy 
children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul ; 

3 That then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the 
nations whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee. 

4 liany of thine be driven out unto the utmost /?ar/^ of heaven, 
from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, and from thence wiQ 
he fetch thee : 

5 And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy 
fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it ; and he will do thee 
good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 

6 And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the 
heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 

I shall not stop to notice the expressions of this pas* 
sage which recognize their universal dispersion, for 
the reason already assigned — that that has now become 
a part of Prophecy already fulfilled, and consequently 
not properly belonging to the subject in hand. The 
points, then, which particularly claim our attention, in 
this striking Prophecy, are these : — 

I. The State of Mind to which they will be brought 
as preparative to their General Restoration ; not, as 
hitherto, sunk in superstition, and engrossed with their 
own Talmudical Traditions, but returning to Jehovah 
in penitence, and attending to His Word.* 

II. The Divine Interposition in their behalf : " The 
Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have Com" 
passion upon thee^ and mil return and gather thee from 
all nations J* 

III. The Extent of the Restoration, as applicable to 

* It is about twenty years since tbis was written. It has now become 
history. The Jews, in great numbers, reject the Traditions, and appeal 
only to the Old Testament Scriptures. 
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the whole Nation, the Ten Tribes as well as the Two 
Tribes : " If any of thine be driven out unto the utmost 
parts of Heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God 
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee^ 

IV. The Land of Canaan still insured to them as 
their Possession. 

V. Their Prosperity and prodigious Increase. 

VI. The Prevalence amongst them of real Piety, as 
emanating from Divine Influence : " The Lord thy 
God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy 
seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live." 

It will be instructive to notice, in the language of 
the subsequent prophets, the exact correspondence 
which their testimony bears to the foregoing poiots, 
and with what precision they confirm and establish all 
that is contained in the foregoing summary. 

The language of Moses, in Deut. xxx. 1, 2, now 
under consideration, does not, as I conceive, relate to 
the conversion of the nation to Christianity or spiritual 
religion : that appears to be more particularly referred 
to in the sixth verse. But it refers to the first point 
that we are to notice, viz., 

1. The State of Mind to which they will be 
brought as preparative to their General Restoration. 
This will be a state of penitential reflection on God's 
dealings with them, and an earnest and hearty return 
to his will, as revealed by Moses. They were to " call 
to mind, among all nations, all the things that had 
come upon tliem, the blessing and the curse ;" and 



44 CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING 

they were to ** return to the Lord their God, and obey 
hisvoice^ according to all that he had commanded them'* 
This would, indeed, be a striking contrast to their con- 
duct for centuries past; during which their own 
Scriptures have been almost entirely lost sight of, and 
the inventions of men substituted for the command- 
ments of God. This prediction of Moses is also cor- 
roborated in Jer. xxxi., where there is a similar account 
of their penitential state, before they return to their 
own land. It is proper to notice, from the context, 
that Jeremiah is speaking of the same general restora- 
tion. In chap. XXX., ver. 3, he says, " Lo, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will bring again the cap- 
tivity of my people Israel and Judah^ saith the Lord : 
and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave 
to their fathers, and they shall possess it." And at the 
last verse of that chapter the time to which the 
Prophecy refers is intimated : " in the latter days ye 
shall consider it/' Then chap. xxxi. takes up again 
the subject of their general restoration : " At the same 
timCf saith the Lord, will I be the God of all the fami- 
lies of Israel, and they shall be my people." (Ver. 1.) 
And in verses 8 and 9 their penitential state is noticed : 
" Behold, I will bring them from the north country, 
and gather them from the coasts of the earth ; and with 
them the blind and the lame, the woman with child, 
and her that travaileth with child together : a great 
company shall return thither. They shall come with 
weeping, and with supplications will I lead them ; I will 
cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight 
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way, wherein they shall not stumble : for I am a father to 
Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born." But observe how 
closely this is connected with their general restoration : 
it is immediately added — ** Hear the word of the Lord, 
O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar oflP, and 
say. He that scattered Israel will gather him and keep 
him, as a shepherd doth his flock : for the Lord hath 
redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of 
him that was stronger than he" (Yet. 10, 11.) But, 
in the same chapter, a little further on, their peniten- 
tial state is yet more minutely described. After stating, 
in the 17th verse, " there is hope in thine end^ saith the 
Lord, that thy children shall come again to their own 
border;" it is added in verses 18, 19, "I have surely 
heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus : Thou hast 
chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unac- 
customed to the yoke : turn thou me, and I shall be 
turned ; for thou art the Lord my God. Surely after 
that I was turned I repented ; and after that I was 
instructed I smote upon my thigh : I was ashamed, 
yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach 
of my youth." But here, also, we must notice again, 
how immediately the Prophecy connects with this 
their penitential state, their general return to their 
own land. " Is Ephraim my dear son ? Is he a pleasant 
child ? for since I spake against him I do earnestly 
remember him still : therefore my bowels are troubled 
for him ; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith 
the Lord. Set thee up waymarks, make thee high 
heaps : set thine heart toward the highway, even the 
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way which thou wentest: turn again^ O virgin of 
Israel^ turn again to these thy cities'^ (Verses 20, 21.) 
2. But I must pass on to the second point in this 
Prophecy by Moses, which speaks of the Divine Inters 
position in behalf of the Nation. In the passages from 
Jeremiah, quoted above for another purpose, it will not 
have escaped your observation how often this point is 
also maintained : " I will bring again the captivity of 
my people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord " — " Be- 
hold, / will bring them from the north country, and 
gather them from the coast of the earth " — " The JLord 
hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the 
hand of him that was stronger than he." Other 
prophets speak the same language; for example: 
Isaiah xi. 1 1 — ^^ It shall come to pass in that day, that 
the ILord shall set his hand the second time to recover 
the remnant of his people." Ezek. xxx vii. 2 1 — " Thus 
saith the Lord God, Behold, I will take the children 
of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be 
gone.^' This declaration so frequently occurs through- 
out the prophecies, that it can scarcely pass unnoticed 
even by those who pay but a superficial attention to 
this part of the sacred volume ; and, therefore, I shall 
quote but one passage more, in which the Divine in- 
terposition seems to form part of the Prophecy. Isaiah 
li. 17, speaks of the time when "Jerusalem had drunk 
at the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury ; when she 
had drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and 
wrung them out." I presume the language must be 
applied to their last great dispersion, which has ex- 
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tended to the present time. But after this, in the next 
chapter, the prophet foretells their recovery in a way 
of Divine interposition : ** Break forth into joy, sing 
together, ye waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord 
hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusa- 
lem. The Lord hath made hare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations ; and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. Depart ye, depart 
y^j go ye out from thence, touch no unclean thing ; 
go ye out of the midst of her ; be ye clean that bear 
the vessels of the Lord. For ye shall not go out with 
haste, nor go by flight : for the Lord will go before 
you ; and the God of Israel will he your rereward 
(ver. 10 — 12) : passages strongly marking a special 
Divine interposition in their behalf. 

3. The third point to be noticed, in the Prophecy 
of Moses, is the Extent of the Restoration in question, as 
applicahle to the whole Nation, the Ten Tribes as well as 
the Two Tribes. Had the language of Moses been less 
emphatic than it is, still, as no division of the nation 
into two parts had taken place in his days, it might 
fairly be presumed that he speaks of the whole nation 
as they stood, and consequently that his prediction of 
their future restoration must apply to the whole. That 
can scarcely admit of a question. But the prophets 
have written in after times, when the division of the 
nation into two kingdoms had taken place, and when 
each part had been separately led into captivity. If 
their language be not definite, a question might arise 
as to which of the two divisions their predictions are 
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to be applied. But upon this subject they do not 
suffer us to doubt; for their predictions speak speci- 
fically of the extent of the restoration in question, and 
confirm, to the full, the most emphatic expressions em- 
ployed by Moses. Take for example Isa. xi. 11, 12 — 
" And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
shall set his hand again the second time to recover the 
remnant of his people, which shall be left from Assyria, 
and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, 
and from Elam, and from Shinah, and from Hamath, 
and from the islands of the sea. And he shall set up 
an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the out- 
casts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of 
Judah from the four comers of the earth." The dis- 
criminating accuracy of the prophetic language in this 
passage should not be overlooked. " The outcasts of 
Israel " — the ten tribes ; they are " cast out," " driven 
out," as Moses says, "to the uttermost parts of heaven." 
How descriptive of their unknown situation, whether 
among the North Americans, or the Affghans in Persia, 
or the inhabitants of the interior of Africa, or among 
the chief of the nations, and agreeably to the promises 
to Ephraim (Gen. xlviii. 16; Deut. xxxiii. 17), or in 
any other part of the world.* "The dispersed of 
Judah;" language no less accurately descriptive of the 
Jews, the two tribes who are now so visibly dispersed 
over the earth. But the prophet is here speaking of the 
restoration of the whole nation ; and therefore he says, 
"the second time :" for the whole nation was delivered 

* See a curious book by Mr. Wilson, entitled "Our Israelitish Origin." 
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from Eg3^pt, which was the first time ; and their par- 
tial restoration from Babylon, not corresponding with 
the language of this Prophecy, their yet future re- 
covery, which is the subject before us, will be but the 
second general restoration of the whole nation. The 
prophet Ezekiel speaks of this general restoration in 
language that can admit of but one interpretation : 
" The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, 
Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and 
write upon it. For Judah, and for the children of Israel 
his companions: then take another stick, and write 
upon it. For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all 
the house of Israel his companions ; and join them 
one to another into one stick ; and they shall become 
one in thine hand. And when the children of thy 
people shall speak unto thee, saying. Wilt thou not 
shew us what thou meanest by these ? say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God : Behold, I will take the 
stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and 
the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with 
him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them 
one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. And 
the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand 
before their eyes. And say unto them. Thus saith the 
Lord God : Behold, I will take the children of Israel 
from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and bring them into 
their own land : and I will make them one nation in 
the land, upon the mountains of Israel ; and one king 
shall be king to them all : and they shall be no more 

H 
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two nations, neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at all." (Ezek. xxxvii. 15 — 22.) 

On this passage I need make but a single remark. 
In the 16th verse it is said, " Take thee one stick, and 
write upon it. For Judah^ and for the children of Israel 
his companions ;'' namely, those few of the ten tribes 
who returned with Judah after the Babylonish cap- 
tivity : " then take another stick, and write upon it. 
For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, andybr all the house 
of Israel his companions" Hence it is impossible to 
mistake the return from Babylon as the subject of this 
Prophecy, which speaks with such marked distinction 
of the general restoration of the whole nation. 

4. But, proceeding with the Prophecy of Moses, 
we must observe next, that the land of Canaan is still 
insured to them as their Possession. This is a peculiarity, 
in reference to the Jewish nation, that deserves par- 
ticular attention as a branch of Prophecy. In com- 
parison of the spiritual advantages which will accrue 
to them by their conversion to true religion, this point 
is generally considered as a matter of minor import- 
ance; and that is, perhaps, the reason why it has usually 
received but little consideration. In the prophecies, 
however, it is by no means deemed a point of inferior 
moment ; for it is perpetually occurring, and occupies 
a large space in the prophetic sketches of their future 
destinies, and seems to be the outward and visible 
pledge and proof that all the other great and glorious 
promises of Jehovah shall be fulfilled to them. The 
language of Moses, on this point, is both peculiar and 
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positive. After speaking of their dispersion to " the 
utmost parts of heaven/' he says, " The Lord thy God 
will bring thee into the land which thy fathers pos^ 
sessedy and thou shalt possess it.'' This is a promise 
which is never forgotten, neither by their prophets, 
amidst all the judgments they were commissioned to 
predict; nor by the people, during their long dis- 
persion ; nor by the Lord himself, notwithstanding all 
their rebellion. Nor should this excite our surprise, 
when we consider that this land is insured to them 
by the oath of the Lord, and is so often spoken of 
under this designation, that it may be considered as 
the distinguishing title of the land, that it is ^^ the 
land which the Lord sware unto their fathers to give 
it them'' In considering the testimony which the 
prophets bear to this point, it will not have escaped 
notice how often this is mentioned in the passages 
already quoted for other purposes. Let a few more 
only be added to that number. Ezekiel xxxvii. 26— 
" They shall dwell in the land that I have given unto 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt ; 
and they shall dwell therein, even they and their 
children, and their children's children for ever : and 
my servant David shall be their prince for ever." 
Jer. xxxii. 36 — 44 : " And now therefore, thus saith 
the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning this city, 
whereof ye say. It shall be delivered into the hand of 
the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, 
and by the pestilence : Behold, I will gather them out 
of all countries whither I have driven them in mine 
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anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath ; and I will 
bring them again unto this place, and I will cause 
them to dwell safely ; and they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God : and I will give them one 
heart, and one way, that they may fear me for ever, 
for the good of them, and of their children after them : 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them to do them good ; 
but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall 
not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to 
do them good, and I will plant them in this land as- 
suredly, with my whole heart and with my whole soul. 
For thus saith the Lord : Like as I have brought all 
this great evil upon this people, so will I bring upon 
them all the good that I have promised them. And 
fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say. It 
is desolate, without man or beast ; it is given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans. Men shall buy fields for 
money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and 
take witnesses in the land of Benjamin, and in the 
places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and 
in the cities of the mountains, and in the cities of the 
valley, and in the cities of the south : for I will cause 
their captivity to return, saith the Lord." Amos ix. 
14, 15 — " I will bring again the captivity of my people 
of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and in- 
habit them ; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink 
the wine thereof ; they shall also make gardens, and 
eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon 
their land, and they shall no more he pulled up out of 
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their land which I have given thenij saith the Lord thy 
Godr These passages are so positive and explicit, 
that they need no comment to elucidate them. I shall, 
therefore, pass on to the consideration of 

5. Their great Increase and Prosperity, of which 
Moses next gives us some intimation : " He will do 
thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers." Let 
me notice, first, their great increase. Hosea used 
strong language on this point : " Then said God, Call 
his name Loammi : for ye are not my people, and I 
will not be your God;" indicative of that general 
rejection and dispersion of them which we witness at 
this day. And then it is immediately added, " Yet the 
number of the children of Israel shall he as the sand of 
the sea, which cannot he measured nx)r numhered : and 
it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was 
said unto them. Ye are not my people, there shall it be 
said unto them. Ye are the sons of the living God. 
Then shall the children of Judah and the children of 
Israel be gathered together, and appoint themselves 
one head, and they shall come up out of the land ; for 
great shall be the day of Jezreel." (Hosea i. 9 — 11.) 
It may be proper to observe, that when the people 
came out of Egypt there were " about six hundred 
thousand on foot that were men, besides children. 
And a mixed multitude went up also with them ; and 
flocks and herds, even very much cattle." (Exod. xii. 
37, 38.) But when they came out of Babylon, " the 
whole congregation together was forty and two thou- 
sand three hundred and three score, beside their men- 
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servants and their maid-servants, of whom there were 
seven thousand three hundred tliirty and seven : and 
they had two hundred forty and five singing men and 
singing women '* (Neh. vii. 669 67) : making in the 
total not quite fifty thousand persons. It is impossible, 
therefore, to consider this diminished number as cor- 
responding with the animated language of the prophet 
Hosea, whose prediction of the amazing increase must 
refer, not to their return from Babylon, but to their 
final general restoration. The prophet Isaiah foretells, 
in the same spirited manner, their exceeding great in- 
crease at their final restoration, by representing the 
people as entreating for more room, and the land itself 
as astonished, and unable to account for the appearance 
of such a multitude. " Lift up thine eyes round about, 
and behold : all these gather themselves together, and 
come to thee. As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt 
surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, 
and bind them on thee as a bride doeth. For thy 
waste and thy desolate places, and the land of thy de- 
struction, shall even now be too narrow by reason of 
the inhabitants, and they that swallowed thee up shall 
be far away. The children which thou shalt have, 
after thou hast lost the other, shall say again in thine 
ears. The place is too strait for me : give place to me 
that I may dwell. Then shalt thou say in thine heart. 
Who hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my 
children, and am desolate, a captive, and removing to 
and fro ? and who hath brought up these ? Behold, I 
was left alone ; these, where had they been ? Thus 
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saith the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up mine hand 
to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: 
and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy 
daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. And 
kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens 
thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee 
with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust 
of thy feet ; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord : 
for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me." (Isa* 
xlix. 18 — 23.) To these testimonies in favour of their 
amazing increase, let me add that grand and animated 
description of their future prosperity : " Arise, shine ; 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover 
the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift 
up thine eyes round about and see : all they gather 
themselves together, they come to thee : thy sons shall 
come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at 
thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and 
thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged ; because the 
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, 
the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. The 
multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries 
of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall 
come ; they shall bring gold and incense ; and they 
shall shew forth the praises of the Lord. All the 
flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, 
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the rams of Nebaioth shall minister unto thee : they 
shall come up with acceptance on mine altar, and I 
will glorify the house of my glory. Who are these 
that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their windows? 
Surely the isles shall wait for me, and the ships of 
Tarshish first, to bring thy sons from far, and their 
silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the 
Lord thy God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because 
he hath glorified thee. And the sons of strangers 
shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister 
unto thee : for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my 
favour have I had mercy on thee. Therefore thy 
gates shall be open continually; they shall not be 
shut day nor night; that men may bring unto thee 
the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be 
brought. For the nation and kingdom that will not 
serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be 
utterly wasted. The glory of Lebanon shall come 
unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box 
together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary ; and 
I will make the place of my feet glorious. The sons 
also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending 
unto thee ; and all they that despised thee shall bow 
themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they 
shall call thee. The city of the Lord, The Zion of the 
Holy One of Israel. Whereas thou hast been for- 
saken and hated, so that no man went through thee, 
I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations. Thou shalt also suck the milk of the 
Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: and 
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thou shalt know that I the Lord am thy Saviour and 
thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob. For brass 
I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and 
for wood brass, and for stones iron : I will also make 
thy officers peace, and thine exactors righteousness. 
Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting 
nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt 
call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. The 
sun shall be no more thy light by day ; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee : but 
the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and 
thy God thy glory. Thy sun shall no more go down ; 
neither shall thy moon withdraw itself : for the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended. Thy people also shall be 
all righteous : they shall inherit the land for ever, the 
branch of ipy planting, the work of my hands, that I 
may be glorified. A little one shall become a thou* 
sand, and a small one a strong nation: I the Lord 
will hasten it in his time."* (Isaiah Ix.) 

6. I come now to the last point in the Prophecy of 
Moses, viz., the Prevalence amongst them of real Piety, 
as emanating from Divine influence. " The Lord thy 
God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy 
seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.** " To 
circumcise the heart '* is language almost peculiar to 

* St Paul has quoted the last verse but one of the preceding chapter, as 
referring to the future conversion of the Jews. Is not this a positive proof 
that this chapter must refer to the Jewish nation ? — Rom. xi. 26. 
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the Old Testament. It evidently imports the preva- 
lence of inward vital religion, in contradistinction to 
the mere outward observance of rituals and ordi- 
nances. With the New Testament in our hands, we 
cannot interpret it as signifying any thing less than 
the cordial reception of the Gospel. Then men truly 
love God, when their minds are enlighted to discern, 
and their hearts influenced to apprehend, his character 
as revealed in the person of Christ. 

But let us refer to the testimony of other prophets. 
Zechariah prophesied after the return from Babylon ; 
and in the twelfth chapter we have that memorable 
passage — " I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications : and they shall look upon me 
whom they Have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one moumeth for his only son, and shall be in 
bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
first-bom." That a part of this Prophecy, which 
applies to Christ as the pierced Saviour, has been ful- 
filled, we know from the Gospel of St. John ; and 
that the other part, which refers to the penitential 
reception of him by the nation at large, yet remains 
to be accomplished, is no less certain ; for, to this day, 
they both reject him and his Gospel. And it is re- 
markable that their rejection of the Gospel is charac- 
terized by St. Stephen in the very phraseology of 
Moses — " Ye undrcumcised in heart and in ears^ ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost." But the " new cove- 
nant" meets and removes the difficulty; and St. 
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Paul teaches us what interpretation we are to put 
upon it, when he says, *' I would not, brethren, that 
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits ; that blindness in part 
is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved : as it is 
written. There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob : for this 
is my covenant unto themy when I shall take away their 
sins. As concerning the Gospel, they are enemies 
for your sakes ; but as touching the election, they are 
beloved for the fathers' sakes : for the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance."* (Romans 
xi. 25—29.) 

Thus the Jews, being restored to their own country, 
and converted to their own Messiah, shall experience 
all the promises made by sovereign mercy to Abra- 
ham, fulfilled by Divine faithfulness to Jacob. The 
Lord appearing to them, as he did to Saul of Tarsus, 
they will believe on him to life everlasting, and be 
restored to more than their former privileges. Thus 

* " The fulness of the Gentiles," in ver. 25, T conceive to be tlie filline: 
up of the Gentile Church. The correct meaning of the word " 7rA«pa)/ia" 
is aliquod numerum cerium ac destinatum. Therefore it by no means 
signifies the whole Gentile world, but, as we gather from other parts of 
Scripture, that portion which during the present dispensation, i. e., the times 
of the Gentiles, will come into the Church of Christ : so the word 
" nXipoifia,** as applied to the Jews, ver. 12, signifies a certain and deter- 
minate number; which, from other parts of Scripture, and not from this 
passage, we gather to be the whole of those who are known to us now by 
the name of Jews. When they are restored, the whole world will be con- 
verted, the ten tribes come in, and so all Israel will be saved. Thus 
Schluisner renders nXfpojfia too j^povov, by elapsum tempus aliquod 
certum ac destinatum. 
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" the Deliverer will come out of Zion, and turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob/' Then will they exclaim, 
with admiration and gratitude, " Who is a God like 
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by 
the transgressions of the remnant of his heritage ? he 
retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth 
in mercy. He will turn again, he will have com- 
passion upon us ; he will subdue our iniquities ; and 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. 
Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy 
to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers 
from the days of old."* " Then, indeed, their peace 
will be as a river, and their righteousness as the waves 
of the sea. Violence shall no more be heard in their 
land, wasting nor destruction within their borders; 
but they shall call their walls Salvation, and their 
gates Praise. The sun shall no more be their light 
by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light unto them : but the Lord shall be unto them an 
everlasting light, and their God their glory. Their 
sun shall no more go down ; neither shall their moon 
withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be their ever- 
lasting light, and the days of their mourning shall be 
ended."t Then they will be the head of the nations, 
and the joy of the whole earth. " They will have the 
first dominion : the kingdom shall come to the daugh- 
ter of Jerusalem." J " Happy art thou, O Israel ; who 
is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord ! Thou 

♦ Micah Tii. 18—20. f Isa. xlviii. 18 ; Ix. 18—20. 

X Micah iv. 8. 
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shalt be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God."* Such 
is their happiness when restored. 

In the order of the Prophecy, Deut. xxx., this pre- 
valence of vital religion is placed by Moses after the 
promise of restoration to their own land. The subse- 
quent prophets, as we may suppose, have not been 
silent on this point. Jeremiah, in the thirty-first 
chapter, which we have already shewn to refer to 
that period, speaks of the new covenant, which the 
Lord promises to make with his people. "Behold, 
the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the home of Israel^ and with the house 
of Judah : not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt ; which 
my covenant they broke, although I was an husband 
unto them, saith the Lord : but this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house^ of Israel : 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts ; and 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And 
they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, saying. Know the Lord : 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and will remember their sins no 
more." (Jer. xxxi. 31 — 34.) This passage is twice 
quoted by St. Paul in his Epistle to the Hebrews, 

^ Deut. xxxiii;29; Isa. Ixii. 3. 
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chapters 8th and 10th; and in both places applied to 
the Gospel covenant. Ezekiel's language, to the same 
effect, is very remarkable: "I will take you from 
among the heathen, and gather you out of all coun- 
tries, and will bring you into your own land. Then 
will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your 
idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you ; and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
I will give you an heart of. flesh. And I will put 
my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave 
to your fathers ; and ye shall be my people, and I will 
be your God." (Ezek. xxxvi. 24 — 28.) 

Thus, according to my promise, I have endeavoured 
to give you a sketch of those circumstances attending 
the second advent of our Lord, which concern the 
House of Israel. Although the scriptures referred to, 
in illustrating this subject, may seem numerous, I 
have been anxious not to multiply them unnecessarily. 
Two or three witnesses are sufficient to establish any 
point; and those passages, summoned for this pur- 
pose, will not, I trust, lose any part of their force by 
a careful comparison with the several contexts from 
which they have been selected. I do not, however, 
ofier the foregoing as by any means a complete ex- 
position of all that may be said on the subject before 
us, but rather as a few brief examples of the concur- 
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rent testimony of the prophecies in general. I think 
it, therefore, the more important here to suggest, that, 
in the study of the inspired volume, if the foregoing 
points be borne in mind, as the key of interpretation, 
they are calculated to throw much light upon the 
Scriptures in general, and more especially upon many 
passages interspersed throughout the prophecies; to 
which, possibly, upon a cursory perusal, we may have 
hitherto attached but little meaning. Yet the words 
of the Lord are " true and faithful ;" and when these 
various predictions receive their due accomplishment, 
then it is that the Jewish nation will adopt the grate- 
ful language of their prophet, and in behalf of them- 
selves and of the ten tribes, say, ** I will mention the 
loving-kindness of the Lord, according to all that the 
Lord hath bestowed upon us ; and the great goodness 
towards the house of Israel which he hath bestowed 
on them'' (Isaiah Ixiii. 7.) Then it is that "in 
their land they shall possess the double : everlasting 
joy shall be unto them." (Isaiah Ixi. 7.) For the 
Lord will never forsake them, "nor hide his face 
from them, when he has thus poured out his Spirit 
upon them." (Ezek. xxxix. 29.) Then it is that 
they shall constitute the metropolitan city and Church 
of a Christian world: for "Jerusalem shall be the 
throne of the Lord ;" and " the name of the city 
from that day shall be, The Lord is there." (Jer. iii. 
17 ; Ezek. xlviii. 35.) 

How encouraging is this view to the labours of 
those Christians who " boast not against the branches," 
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but regard them with compassion, and love them " for 
the fathers' sakes." Though the circulation of the 
Scriptures among them, the education of their child- 
ren, and the preaching of missionaries, may convert 
only a remnant to the faith of Christ ; yet that rem- 
nant, in conjunction with this very call to the nation, 
may be the means of awakening multitudes to that 
state of mind to which I have alluded in the former 
part of this letter ; and thus be a connecting link in 
the Divine plan of mercy. To the use of these means 
we are bound by the command and spirit of our 
religion ; and there never was a period when Christ- 
ians were forbidden to preach salvation to the Jews. 
But, in addition to this duty, to which, thank God, 
we are now rising, we should look forward, with 
prayer, to the accomplishment of all Prophecy, when 
the returning tide of Jewish conversion shall meet the 
flowing stream of the Gentiles, and " the knowledge 
of the Lord cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea." The happiness of all awaits this predicted bless- 
edness of that restored people ; for " if the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, what 
shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead V 
(Rom. xi. 15.) " Oh that the salvation of Israel were 
come out of Zion ! When the Lord bringeth back the 
captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel 
shall be glad." 

May we take that interest in them which the Scrip- 
tures would thus encourage, and unite our daily 
prayers and Christian exertions in their behalf, as we 
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are directed : " Ye that make mention of the Lord, 
keep not silence, and give him no rest, till he esta- 
blish and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 
Go through, go through the gates ; prepare you the 
way of the people : cast up, cast up the high way ; 
gather out the stones ; lift up a standard for the people. 
Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the 
world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy 
salvation cometh : behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him. And they shall call them 
The holy people, the redeemed of the Lord ; and thou 
shalt be called Sought out, a city not forsaken.'* 
(Isa. Ixii. 6, 7, 10—12.) 

Having been led to dwell more at large on the con- 
cern which the Jewish people will have in the second 
advent of Christ, and which will fulfil all the expec- 
tations raised by their prophets of a reigning Mes- 
siah, but much more spiritually and gloriously than 
the Jews have imagined, I must defer the remaining 
circumstances which will attend our Lord's coming 
to my next letter. 

I am, &c. 

P. S. — ^The verses mentioned in the former part of 
this letter I should paraphrase thus (Deut. xxviii. 36 
and 49) : — " The Lord shall bring thee, and thy king 
which thou shalt set over thee (the ten tribes chose their 
own king), unto a nation which neither thou nor thy 
fathers have known (this neither refers to the Baby- 

K 
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lonians nor the Romans), and there shalt thou serve 
other gods, wood and stone" (which the Jews have 
never done since their captivity in Babylon). And as 
to the two tribes, "The Lord shall bring a nation 
against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as 
swift as the eagle fiieth ; a nation whose tongue thou 
shalt not understand ;" that is, the Romans. Then, 
from 49th to 57th verses, a description is given of the 
consequences of that dreadful siege: and from the 
58th to the end a general view is given of the 
calamitous history of the whole nation. 

The mistake of modem Christians, who have over- 
looked the Jews in their benevolent exertions, re- 
sembles the mistake of the primitive Jewish Christians 
with reference to the Gentiles. It was a mystery that 
the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs. (Ephes. iii. 6.) 
It has since been a mystery that the Jews should be 
again grafted in. (Rom. xi. 25.) But, before the 
period of national restoration and conversion, multi- 
tudes may be converted to the faith of Christ, by 
God's blessing on ordinary means ; and so be saved 
from dying in their sins, and from being excluded the 
kingdom of God.* (John viii. 24 ; Luke xiii. 28.) 

* Since this was written the Chnrcli of England has united with the 
King of Prusaa in endowing a Bishopric of the United Church of England 
and Ireland at Jerusalem : thus raising on Mount Zion the standard of 
Scriptural truth. Whilst it redounds to the honour of Dr. M'Caul that he 
refused the high and holy office, it gives additional interest to the appoint- 
ment that lie recommended my dear friend Michael Solomon Alexander, 
a Christian Israelite, who is now next in succession to those bishops of 
Jerusalem who succeeded St James. The Church of Scotland has come 
forward with zeal in the cause of the Jews, and other Christians are bring- 
ing up the rear. (Psalm cii. 13, 14.) 
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THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH ARE TO ATTEND THAT 

GREAT EVENT. 



My dear Friend, 

The preceding letter noticed only two of the cir- 
cumstances which will attend our Lord's coming, 
namely, the destruction of the apostate Roman em- 
pire, and the restoration and happiness of the Jewish 
people. The three remaining circumstances will oc- 
cupy our present letter. 

The display of Divine mercy and faithfulness to 
God's ancient people Israel will he the signal for the 
conversion of the nations. Therefore this great event 
will bring about the third circumstance that we are 
to notice — 

3. Spirittml Blessings to the whole World. 

The Church of Christ has been so small a flock in 
all ages, that many Christians have thought it would 
never be a large one. But this flock has been much 
larger than men could discern : we have perhaps too 
much overlooked the myriads of its infant mem- 
bers ;* the secret adults, also, who have not bowed the 

« Mark x. 14. 
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knee to the image of Baal ;* and those who, at a late 
period of life, have " truly repented, and unfeignedly 
believed the holy Gospel."t But, however small this 
flock may have hitherto appeared, yet the Church of 
Christ will not only at last, in the final consummation 
of all things, consist of ^^ a great multitude, which no 
man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
tongues," but I venture to assert that a period will 
arrive, when Christianity, even upon earth, shall 
become universal. It is the constant language of 
Prophecy that the nations will rejoice with his people 
Israel, that ^^ all the ends of the world shall remember 
and turn to the Lord, and all kindreds of the nations 
worship before him. The earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
The kingdoms of this world will become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ." And the per- 
severing prayer of the Church will be answered— 
" Thy kingdom come ; thy will be done in earth as it 
is in heaven." Indeed, I am not aware of more than 
one passage, in all the Scriptures, that conveys the 
most distant idea of a partial or nominal conversion 
of the nations to Christ. The language of Prophecy, 
in this respect, is absolutely universal. The solitary 
passage to which I have alluded is Isa. Ixv. 20 : 
" There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor 
an old man that hath not filled his days : for the child 
shall die an hundred years old ; but the sinner being 
an hundred years old shall be accursed." Here the 

* Romans xi. 4. f Luke zxiii. 42, 43. 
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leading idea is the prediction of longevity : but the 
possibility is admitted that, even under the extraor- 
dinary advantages of this dispensation, a rebel may be 
found ; and he is considered as visited with a judg- 
ment, because he died at so very early a period of life 
as one hundred years of age.* But we may easily 
conceive what a period of blessedness this age will be, 
when Satanic influence shall be altogether removed, 
and men universally know the Lord. • " And I saw an • 
angel come down from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomless pit, and a great chain in his hand. And 
he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is 
the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should 
deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years 
be fulfilled : and after that he must be loosed a 
little season."t Whilst this instigator of sin and 
all evil is thus under complete restriction, men 
will, at the same time, have all the benefit of the 
past history of our globe, of a clear view of truth 
and duty, and of a happy experience of godliness, 
as having " the promise of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come." They will " learn war 
no more ;" and they will want nothing that can be 



* Bishop Stock translates the passage thus: — 
" There shall be no more short-lived infants, 
Or an aged man that shall not complete his days ; 
For a child should he be thought who died at an hundred years old. 
And a tinner who at an hundred years were cursed with death." 

t Rev. x^. 1—8. 
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conducive to piety, love, and joy.* Then shall the 
song which the angels sung at the birth of Messiah 
be fully realized — " Glory to God in the highest ; on 
earth peace, good will towards men/^ It was a saying 
of one of the kings of England, " when Christ came 
into the world, peace was proclaimed ; and when he 
left the world, peace was bequeathed." May I not 
add, that when he comes again peace will be univer- 
sally enjoyed ? His name is the Prince of Peace ; and 
of the increase of his government and peace there shall 
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom ; to order it, and to establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice, from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this.f 
Hasten the blissful period, O Lord, when thus spi- 
ritual blessings shall be conferred upon the whole 
world ! 

But I must now call your attention to another cir- 
cumstance which will characterize the second advent 
of Christ. Whenever the coming of the Lord shall 
take place, his Church, which has been a suffering 
Church from the days of Abel, will receive her gra- 
cious reward. Her external sufferings have indeed 
differed, in nature and degree, according to the light 
and laws of the nations in which her members have 
been found : and her internal trials have also varied, 

* See a beautiful passage in the Sixth Book of Cowper's Task, hegin- 

Ding with — 

" The groans of nature in this nether world, 
Which heaven has heard for ages, have an end." 

• t Isn, ix. 6, 7. 
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Tn proportion to the weak ot vigorous exercise of her 
faith, and hope, and love. But her whole history is 
one continued proof that she has been despised and 
persecuted, and exposed to shame, and hatred, and 
contempt. And as she is still the subject of corrup- 
tion, and has a keen sense of the evil of sin in herself 
and others, and is liable to the pain and penalty of 
death, every member ought to anticipate, with delight, 
the circumstance of which I am now to speak, viz., 
that the return of the Lord will be accompanied with 

4. The joyful Resurrection of the suffering Church. 

Before I enter upon this point, let me notice that 
Christians in general seldom look beyond the hap- 
piness they expect immediately after death. That 
there is such happiness for them, and a state of misery 
for the wicked, I have no doubt. It seems to me a 
point not perhaps so often formally asserted, as taken 
for granted, by the inspired writers : and the just and 
necessary consequences of their expressions leave us 
not in any suspense on that subject. When, for ex- 
ample, Judas is mentioned as ^^ going to his own 
place,'* can we imagine that his soul is void of all 
perception ? Was it not rather a place or state which 
he had justly merited by his crime? And can we 
bring ourselves to think that our Lord's promise to 
the converted thief, " To-day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise,"* contained only a promise of a happy 

* The prayer was, " Remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom :" 
«v. But the answer, like our Lord, exceeded the petition : " To-day shalt 
thou he with me in paradise." 



74 CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING 

resurrection two thousand years after ? Take again 
the spirits of those who had been destroyed by the 
flood. St. Peter's language, in reference to them, is 
remarkable : " Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God ; being put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by the Spirit : by which also he went and preached 
unto the spirits in prison ; which sometime were dis- 
obedient, when once the long-suffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing ; 
wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved by 
water."* My own view of this passage is, that the 
Spirit of the Lord preached to the antediluvians by 
the ministry of Noah, and the longsuffering of the 
Lord was exercised during that period ; but they re- 
mained disobedient, and therefore are now in prison. 
The history of this event, as recorded in Gen. vi. 3, 
seems to me to confirm this opinion ; and we are told 
by the same apostle that the Spirit of Christ was in 
the prophets of old, testifying both the sufferings and 
the glory that should follow. But in whatever light 
the passage is regarded, it establishes the point before 
us ; for it conveys the idea of those spirits being, not 
in a state void of perception, but in prison, or safe 
keeping, because they remained disobedient during 
the ministry of Noah. In addition to this, the decla- 
ration of Solomon appears to be conclusive on the 
point : " The dust shall return to the earth as it was, 
and the spirit shall return to God who gave it.'^f 

* 1 Peter iii. 18—20. f Eccles. xii. 7. 
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But if th6re be one proof stronger than another, it is 
that of the apostle, who had a fervent desire to depart 
and to be with Christ. Why should St. Paul be 
willing to be absent from the body^ and to be present 
with the Lord, if he did not really believe that the 
latter would be the consequence of the former ? But 
I will merely notice, before I close these remarks, that 
Moses, as well as Elias, appeared on the mount of 
transfiguration ; and yet we have no intimation in 
Scripture that the soul of Moses had been re-united to 
his body. When, therefore, I deduce an inference 
from all these passages, and am informed, moreover, 
that the Lord will come, and "all his saints with him," 
no other idea can I entertain than that " the spirits of 
them that depart hence in the Lord " are now with 
him ; and, therefore, that " the souls of the faithful, 
after they are delivered from the burden of the flesh, 
are in joy and felicity." I have stated this point thus, 
perhaps unnecessarily, at length, to shew that I fully 
admit all that can be asked in reference to the happi- 
ness of true believers in their intermediate state im- 
mediately after death. But I must also as strongly 
urge that this is not the great and final reward to 
which the Scriptures so repeatedly refer, and in 
comparison of which the intermediate state of hap- 
piness seems to be, in the Scriptures, almost over- 
looked and disregarded. It is remarkable, that for 
seven texts of Scripture on the intermediate state 
(and I am not aware that more than that number, 
directly to the point, can be found), there are ten 
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times as many which refer to the final reward await- 
ing the Christian at the resurrection. Yet how many 
Christians seem to reverse this scriptural plan, and 
to dwell in their own minds, and in conversation, 
much more upon the happiness that awaits them at 
death, than to anticipate the glory that will be con- 
ferred upon them at their joyful resurrection ! This, 
however, I conceive is no small disadvantage; and 
that, in reality, a scriptural view of the resurrection, if 
generally considered, would produce a much more 
influential effect than can be excited by the con- 
templation of death, however frequently pressed, either 
upon ordinary minds, or even upon minds under a 
serious impression of religion : not to mention that, 
as members of a body, we ought peculiarly to rejoice 
in the prospect of the happiness of all. With this 
suggestion I would now enter more particularly upon 
this circumstance of our Lord's second advent — the 
joyful resurrection of the suffering Church. 

And, first, let me notice the time of this event. The 
fifteenth chapter of the First of Corinthians, which is 
addressed to professed believers, appears to me incon- 
trovertibly to decide that point : *' As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But 
every man in his own order : Christ the first-fruits ; 
afterwards, they that are Chrisfs at his camngJ^ 
(22, 23.) That ,the resurrection from the dead takes 
place at the coming of Christ is, as far as I know, 
universally admitted. But if the arguments I have 
adduced in my former Letter have any weight, I have 
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shewn, I think, that the second advent of Christ will 
be at the commencement of the millennium ; and if so, 
then it necessarily follows that the resurrection will 
also take place at that period. With this view of the 
time of the resurrection other passages of Scripture 
accord. The prophet Isaiah, in the 25th chapter, is 
confessedly speaking of the millennium ; and there he 
introduces a prediction of the resurrection as one of 
the circumstances then to take place : '^ In this moun* 
tain shall the Lord of Hosts make unto all people 
a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of 
fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well 
refined. And he will destroy in this mountain the 
face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail 
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up 
death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away 
tears from off all faces, and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from off all the earth : for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.'* (6 — 8.) The 
universal communication of the blessings of the Gos- 
pel unto all nations, and the removal of rebuke from 
his people the Jews, mark distinctly the period of the 
millennium ; and the quotation of this very passage 
by St. Paul proves that the prophet was not speaking 
of a figurative, but a literal, resurrection. " When 
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written. Death is 
swallowed up in victory.'* (1 Cor. xv. 54.) 
The Revelation of St. John further confirms this 
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View of the subject : "And the seventh angel sounded; 
and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever. And the four-and-twenty elders, which 
sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and 
worshipped God, saying, We give thee thanks, O 
Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to 
come, because thou hast taken to thee thy great 
power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, 
and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that 
they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give 
reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the 
saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great ; 
and shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth."* 
Here again you will observe, that when " the king- 
doms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ, and when he takes to him his great 
power to reign, '^ events that mark the millennium, 
then it is that " the time of the dead " is come, " that 
they should be judged, and that he should give re* 
ward unto his servants." When destruction comes on 
the apostate factions, judgment is given in favour of 
the servants of Christ, and they are rewarded. But 
I must next notice the subjects of this resurrection^ 
These I conceive to be the whole militant Church of 
Christy from, the time of Abel down to the very advent. 
Unquestionably she has hitherto been a persecuted 
and afflicted Church. Her members, in their different 

* Rev. xi. 15—18. 
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degrees, have been sufferers for Christ ; and of them, 
as ^ body, it may be justly predicated, that " through 
much tribulation they enter the kingdom."* Their 
resurrection, therefore, at the commencement of the 
millennium, is their peculiar distinction and reward. 
I found this opinion chiefly upon the following pas- 
sages. 

I have already quoted, somewhat at length, from 
Rev. xi., in reference to the time of the resurrection : 
I must, however, revert once more to a part of that 
quotation, in reference to the subjects of that resur- 
rection. In the 18th verse it is said, "the nations 
were angry, and thy wrath is come :" these are the 
impenitent and anti-christian nations and powers of 
the Roman earth, who, as we have already shewn, are 
to be destroyed by the second advent of Christ, as 
introductory to his millennial kingdom; and the 
verse proceeds, "the time of the dead, that they should 
be judged.*' Who are these ? the wicked dead ? Cer- 
tainly not. Nowhere in Scripture is the resurrection 
and condemnation of the wicked represented as pre- 
ceding the resurrection and justification of the righ- 
teous. We must, therefore, conclude that the dead 
here spoken of are the righteotis dead. And what is 
the judgment here mentioned ? Is it the judgment of 
condemnation ? By no means ; but the very reverse, 
as the passage itself explains it : " the time of the 
dead, that they should be judged, and that thou 
shouldest give reward unto thy servants." The whole 

* Acts xiv. 22. 



80 CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING 

is one transaction — the adjudication of reward to his 
SERVANTS : and who are these ? Only eminent saints, 
or suflferers ? No ! " unto thy servants the prophets, 
and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small 
and great," Observe how minute the description is ! 
The name of every member of the Church is enrolled 
in this comprehensive catalogue, down to the hum- 
blest individuals, who dare not arrogate to themselves 
any higher title than ^^ those that fear his name ;" all 
are to be raised up and rewarded at this period, when 
the Lord comes to "destroy those who destroy or 
corrupt the earth." But I must now refer to another 
passage — Rev. xx. 4 — 6 : " And I saw thrones, and 
they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls of them that were be- 
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word 
of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, 
neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But 
the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand 
years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection : on such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with him a thousand years." This cannot 
be interpreted as a figurative resurrection ; for, if so, 
the clause " the rest of the dead lived not again until 
the thousand years were finished " must also be inter- 
preted figuratively ; but this is plainly inadmissible. 
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For, at the end of these thousand years, we are told 
(verse 12) that these same dead, small and great, 
stand before God. Now this, most are agreed, is a 
literal resurrection. The clause " the rest of the dead" 
must therefore be understood literally ; and if so, the 
first resurrection cannot be a spiritual resurrection. 
Admitting then that this passage speaks of a literal 
resurrection, it is clear that it takes place at the com- 
mencement of the millennium; for they live and reign 
with Christ a thousand years. Moreover, none but 
the righteous dead partake of this resurrection ; for in 
the whole passage there is not one word of condemna- 
tion, but all is triumph, and joy, and reward. Fur- 
ther, not merely eminent martyrs are raised, but all 
the true and faithful members of Christ, here de- 
scribed as those " that had not worshipped the beast, 
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their foreheads, or in their hands." And "blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection : 
on such the second death hath no power, but they 
shall be priests of Gt)d and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years." This is their peculiar 
distinction and reward. The rest of the dead, which 
lived not again until the thousand years were finished, 
rise, as we have already noticed, at the end of the 
millennium. Of their judgment we have an account 
at the conclusion of this chapter : " And I saw a great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away ; and there was 
found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small 

M 



82 CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING 

and great, stand before God ; and the books were 
opened : and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life : and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death and hell 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death." (Rev. xx. 1 1 — 14.) It cannot fail to attract 
your notice, that as there was not, in the former pas- 
sage, any word of condemnation, so there is not in 
this any intimation of a reward.* These are the 
wicked dead, and the time of their resurrection is 
shewn to be at the end of the millennium, for it is 
after Satan is ^^ loosed out of his prison, and shall go 
out to deceive the nations which are in the four 
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
together to battle." (Rev. xx. 7, 8.) These wicked 
dead, when raised up, are "judged according to their 
works." This is the final consummation; and then 
death itself is for ever destroyed. " Then cometh the 
end, when Christ shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father, when he shall have put 
down all rule, and all authority, and power." 

I am not aware that there is any thing in Scripture 
to militate against this view of the subject, except the 
first impressions which some passages are calculated to 

* " The Book of Life," as distinguished from the other books, shews 
that they who have had the Scriptures will be tried by those Scriptures. 
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produce. Such, for instance, as John v. 26 — 29: 
" As the Father hath life in himself, so hath he given 
to the Son to have life in himself; and hath given 
him authority to execute judgment also, because he is 
the Son of man. Marvel not at this : for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation." 
It will not be denied that the chief scope of this pas- 
sage is to prove that Christ, as the Son of man, is 
appointed the final judge, both of the righteous and of 
the wicked ; but it is not asserted, and by no means 
follows, that their resurrection is to take place simul- 
taneously .^ So again, in Matt, xxv., we have a gene- 
ral account of the judgment and reward of the 
righteous, and of the judgment and condemnation of 
the wicked ; but it does not follow, as a necessary 
consequence, that these events are contemporaneous. 
An interval is by no means inconsistent with the 
unity of the narrative; and that interval, we learn 
from other passages, which give a particular account 
of this part of the transaction, will endure for a thou- 
sand years.t These, and similar passages, do not 

* The word hour is not always used in Scripture to signify 60 minutes, 
but a season. (Rev. iii. 10 ; ix. 15 ; xvii. 12.) Some of the dead of whom 
our Lord spake rose after his resurrection (Matt xxvii. 52, 53) ; and yet it 
remained true that all were in the graves when he spake, and all that 
should afterwards die would come forth, hut not necessarily at the same time. 

t This is Mede's idea. But query, does not this representation agree 
with the preceding, of the virgins and of the servants, and therefore relate to 
the reward of the Church of Christ, and of the wicked at that time ; that is, 
of the true and false professors who shall be alive when the Lord shall come ? 
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then contradict the view I have here advanced of the 
resuri^tion of the suffering Church of Christ at his 
coming; and, in other respects, this view will be 
found to accord with the plain meaning of many 
texts, with the general tenor of Scripture; and even 
to reconcile some passages which have hitherto been 
considered as presenting difficulties. 

From the foregoing statement it does not neces- 
sarily follow that the risen saints, during the millen- 
nium, shall be permanently fixed on the earth : 
doubtless they will have their proper abode, in the 
immediate presence of their Lord, and be engaged in 
their appropriate services; yet, at times, they may 
become as visible to this earth as the angels to the 
patriarchs, and their visits much more frequent. 
Why should they not occupy the new heavens, while 
the converted inhabitants of the world occupy the 
new earth ? Be that as it may, we may still rejoice 
in the idea of this great victory of Christ — that he will 
have a glorified Church and a Christian world. Though 
we know not haw his kingdom will be administered, 
yet we are certain it will be in such a way as shall be 
most conducive to the glory of God, and the happi- 
ness of man. 

But, my dear Friend, if you cannot enter into this 
view of the peculiar honour which awaits those who 
serve the Lord Christ in this time of warfare and 
difficulty, or cannot think they shall thus ^' have 
dominion in the morning" of the millennial day; 
yet there is one more point to which I am sure your 
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pious heart will joyfully subscribe, and that is, that 
the period to which we now refer will bring 

5. Universal Honour and Glory to our Lord. 

When we consider who the Saviour is, and what 
he became for our happiness and salvation ; when 
we think of the brightness of his glory, and the 
incomprehensible wonders of his love, neither men 
nor angels can sufficiently adore his condescension 
and grace. Indeed, " the love of Christ passeth 
knowledge." " Though he was rich,'* unspeakably 
blessed in himself, and possessed of all the glories 
of an uncreated nature, yet, for our sakes, " he 
became poor." He took a nature that was lower 
than the angelic ; a nature that had sinned, and had 
reduced itself to misery. And in this he appears, 
in a low estate ; passes through the stages of infancy 
to manhood, unnoticed by the great, and destitute 
of this world's goods; and then submits to shame, 
and contempt, and slander, and ignominy, and death : 
" he became poor," that we, who were poor as sin 
could make us, " might be rich," — be pardoned, be 
accepted, be renewed, and become heirs of God, and 
inheritors of eternal life.* Now, my dear Friend, 
is it possible to believe this, and not earnestly to 
desire that he may be glorified ? Yet how few, com- 
paratively, have become his willing and obedient 
subjects 1 How much has his cause suffered, even 
from professed Christians! How cold is the love, 

♦ 2 Cor. Tiii. 9. 
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and how partial the devotedness, even of true be- 
lievers ! Nevertheless, the day approaches, when 
'^ He comes to be glorified in his saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe/^ Then the Babe 
of Bethlehem will appear as " the Lord of glory ;" 
the despised Nazarene, as the judge of the world ; 
the crucified Jesus, as the king of the Jews, and the 
ruler of the universe. Once was he crowned with 
thorns, but then shall he be " crowned with many 
crowns" of glory. That which was his right by 
redemption he will vindicate, and take possession of 
by power. The Jewish people will become his ; the 
Roman empire will become his; a converted world 
will become his ; and a glorified Church will con- 
summate his triumph. Satan, the leader of all 
apostacies, is bound ; and Jesus, the restorer of man, 
reigns " King of kings, and Lord of lords :"* Hal- 
lelujah, Hallelujah! Where is the Christian who 
does not long for the day when his Redeemer shall 
be universally honoured ? Where is the sinner, who 
has received the faithful saying that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, that does not 
desire the crown to be placed on his head ? Where 
is the saint who does not rejoice in the thought that 
his Saviour will then " see of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied ?" It is true, indeed, that " we see 
not yet all things put under him :'* but " he must 
reign till all his enemies become his footstool." " At 
the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things 

* Rev. xix. 16. 
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in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth ; and every tongue confess that he is Lord."* 
Fly fast, ye wings of time, that we may speedily hear 
" the voice of many angels, and the living creatures, 
and the elders, saying, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing ;" and 
when '* every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in 
the sea, and all that are in them, shall say, Blessing 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that 
sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever/'f 

Thus, at that great day, will our blessed Lord be 
universally honoured. Even of the restoration of 
Judah and Israel it is said, ^^ It shall be to me a name 
of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations 
of the earth/' J But how much more will he be glo- 
rified by the concurrence of all these great events— 
the overthrow of all his enemies ; the restored state 
of the Jews ; the conversion of the world ; the joyful 
resurrection of his suffering Church ; and his own 
glorious appearing ! 

And such assuredly are Jehovah's purposes ; § such 
the vengeance that will overtake his foes; such his 
thoughts of peace towards his ancient people ; || such 
the happiness in reserve for the nations ; f such the 
glory that awaits the suffering Church;** and such 

♦ Phil. ii. 10, 11. t Rev. v. 11—13. t Jer. xxxiii. 9. 

§ Eph. i. 10. (I Jer. xxxii. 42, ^ Psalm Ixvii. 2—4. 

** 2Tim.ii. 11,12. 
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the universal honour to our blessed Lord.* Of a 
truth, in comparison of these prospects, every thing 
earthly iades away, even as the stars grow dim when 
the sun arises in the eastern sky. 

'^ Waft, waft, ye winds, his story, 

And you, ye waters, roll, 
Till, like a sea of glory, 

It spreads from pole to pole : 
Till o'er our ransom'd nature, 

The Lamb for sinners slain — 
Redeemer, King, Creator, 

In bliss return to reign." 

I pray the God of peace to fill you with joy and 
peace in believing this great salvation, and make you 
to abound in the hope of its final accomplishment, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost, that you may 
live to Him who lived, and died, and rose again, for 
you, and who will return and reign over his people 
for ever, 

I am. 

My dear Friend, &c. 



* P6a1m1jaii.8,l],17. 
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** Perhaps the distance at which imagination sets the prospect of future 
punishment may have a more general influence in diminishing the effect 
of God's merciful warnings than any sceptical douht ahout the intensity or 
the duration of the sufferings of the wicked. The Spirit of God means to 
awaken us from this delusion, when he tells us, hy the apostles and holy 
men of old, that 'the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.' He means, hy 
tliese declarations, to remind every man that his particular doom is near : 
for, whatcTcr may he the season appointed in the secret counsels of God for 
that great and terrible day, when the heayens and the earth shall flee from 
Him who shall be seated on the throne, — whatever may be the destined 
time of this public catastrophe, the end of the world, with respect to every 
individual, takes place at the conclusion of his own life. In the grave there . 
will be no repentance ; no virtues can be acquired, no evil habits thrown off^ 
With that character, whether of virtue or of vice» with which a man leaves 
the world, with that he must appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. 
In that moment, therefore, in which this present life ends, every man's 
future condition becomes irreversibly determined. In this sense, to every 
one that standeth here, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh — the Judge 
is at the door. Let ns watch, therefore, and pray; watch over ourselves, 
and pray for the succour of God's grace, that we may be able to stand 
before the Son of man." — Bishop Hartley, 

** Tuns certe dies ultimus longe abesse non potest Ad hunc te pnepara. 
Qualis enim exieris de hac vita, talis redderis iUi vits." — Augustine. 

^ Wisdom, in the mysterious things of God, and especially in the mys- 
terious things of futurity, will still adhere to the words of Scripture ; and, 
having seen the completion of so many particulars, will rest contented with 
believing that these also shall be, without knowing how they shall be." — 
Bishop NewtotL 
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THE PRACTICAL USES OF THE WHOLE SUBJECT. 



My dear Friend, 

The holy tendency of Christianity is not the least 
evidence of its truth. False religions are defective 
in motive and in rule ; but this is perfect in both : 
hence, a real Christian is a new creature.* Indeed 
every thing which is revealed " is profitable for doc- 
trine, or reproof, or correction, or instruction in 
righteousness." The Scriptures know nothing of 
speculative opinions, unconnected with practical prin- 
ciples. Hence, just and scriptural views of the sub- 
jects we have been considering are adapted to 
produce a beneficial effect upon the mind. You will 
readily admit that if we could daily realize the 
second coming of our Lord, and our own eternal 
state, we should be more influenced by our faith. 
And the nearer the great period appears the more 
we are affected. To the Lord, indeed, a thousand 
years are as one day, but npt to us. I qannot there- 
fore but think that this view of the subject — that he 
colnes at the commencement of the millennium, and 

* 5) Cor. V. 17, 
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will then raise his servants, is very practical in its 
tendency. For although, in general, the same prac- 
tical inference may he drawn from the commonly 
received views of the second advent, still, the nature 
of the proposed views appears to me so much more 
distinct, tangible, and harmonious, and is so calcu- 
lated to keep the mind at all times in an expecting 
posture, as to the nearness of the great event (which 
cannot be the posture of those minds who do not look 
for that event till after the millennial period), that 
although it may not produce any important different 
practical results, it still is suited to be considerably 
more influential in producing those results. Let me 
request you therefore to endeavour, while reading 
the following practical remarks, to keep in sight the 
views that we have been aiming to establish ; and I 
think you will find that it adds, in no inconsiderable 
degree, to the force both of warnings and promises. 
The whole subject seems highly calculated 

1. To awaken the Unbeliemng and Profane. 

The prophecies already fulfilled, in the history of 
the Jewish people, in the downfall of empires,* in the 
coming of Messiah,f and in the progress of Chris- 
tianity, j: are abundantly sufficient to satisfy the 
candid mind that whatever remains shall also be 
fulfilled in its season. And is it not an awakening 
consideration, that the people who were once the 

* Isa. sir. 22, 23 ; Ezek. xxtL 5 ; zzix. 15. 
tlsaLliiL tCoLi.6. 
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most highly favoured should have been exposed to 
such tremendous suflPerings ? Have not the Jews been 
a fearful monument of the Divine displeasure against 
unbelief and disobedience ? Equally alarming would 
be a true history of the fate of persecuting powers, 
and of the despisers of the truth among the Gentiles, 
How awful have been the judgments on Papal king- 
doms ! The adherents of idolatry, — the advocates of 
superstition, — the abettors of persecution, have already 
drank of " the cup of fury/' But greater plagues 
still await the ungodly, when they shall be " punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord/* Men may shut their eyes, and lose sight of 
all these things. " Scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts," may say. Where is the promise of his coming ?* 
But call upon them to consider past history, in con- 
nexion with Prophecy, and to look for a moment at 
the internal and external evidences of Christianity, 
as arising out of this particular branch of it — Pro- 
phecy ; and surely we may hope that, if they will 
exercise an honest judgment, they can scarcely fail 
of being convinced of its truth. They must know 
that the Almighty has manifested his displeasure in 
the deluge of the globe.f If, then, the disobedient, 
during the preaching of Noah, "perished in the 
waters;" and if "he that despised Moses's law died 
without mercy," of how much sorer punishment must 
they be thought worthy who have trodden under foot 
the Son of God ?:{: Let it, theteforej be sounded in 

♦ 2 Peter iii. 4. f 2 Peter iii: 5. ' t Heb. x. 28. 
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the ears of the unbelieving and profane, that "the 
Lord Jesus cometh with ten thousand of his saints, 
to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them of all their imgodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of 
all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners " have 
spoken against him;" and, peradventure, they may 
yet be awakened, and find " the longsufiering of the 
Lord to be salvation."* It is indeed an alarming con- 
sideration, that " for every idle word " (vain, wicked, 
or injurious in its tendency to true religion) — " for 
every idle word that men shall speak they shall give 
account in the day of judgment." "O that they were 
wise, that they understood this, that they would con- 
sider their latter end !" O that they would " hear 
and fear, and do no more wickedly !" O that they 
would listen to the cheering sound of the jubilee 
trumpet, and repent and believe, and turn to the 
Lord, before the alarming clangour of the last trump 
shall proclaim their case to be irremediable ! " For 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night : 
for when they shall say. Peace and safety, sudden 
destruction cometh upon them unawares." " Let, 
then, the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him ; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon." For he was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, and by his minis- 
ters beseeches them to be reconciled to him. It is a 

* Jude, 14, 15 ; 2 Peter Hi. 15. 
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throne of grace which is now erected ; but it will be a 
throne of judgment then.* 

But, it may be asked, is not the consideration of 
death sufficient to produce this awakening effect, 
which is so desirable ? It must be acknowledged that 
the period of human life is all the time allotted to us 
for a due preparation for death and eternity ; that this 
time is at best short, and always most uncertain ; and 
when death comes, it leaves men as it finds them, pre- 
pared or unprepared for the great day of decision. 
Death is, therefore, in itself a solemn and awakening 
consideration. But is it not, in general, found to be 
the fact, as I have already hinted in a former Letter, 
that we have reason to lament that the thought of 
death is not, after all, so influential a topic as we could 
desire? Every reflecting mind must have felt the 
difficulty of realizing this consideration sufficiently to 
render it an influential motive. This is, perhaps, one 
reason why in the Holy Scriptures our death is so 
little referred to, and the coming of the Lord so fre- 
quently urged, as the prevailing consideration which 
is to excite our hopes and fears, and to regulate our 
deportment in every station of life. Indeed we must 
keep in mind that nothing but the coming of the 
Lord invests death itself with all its realities and re- 
sponsibilities ; and therefore the inspired writers pass 
over, as it were, death, and impress upon our minds 
the actual coming of the Lord, and always represent 
that great day as at hand, and the Lord himself as 

* 1 Tbess. V. 2, 3; Isa. W. 7; 2 Cor. v. 19, 20; Heb. iv. 16. 
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standing at the door. Let us imitate this example, 
and exhibit this important event, not in the way of 
common-place generalities, but with all those inter- 
esting circumstances which the Scriptures reveal; 
and we may then hope to arrest the attention, and 
affect the consciences, even of the unbelieving and 
profane. 

But the subject of which we have been treating is 
adapted also 

2. To convince Thoughtless and False Professors. 

Professors of Christianity may be destitute of all 
love of holiness, though not openly sinful and profane. 
Therefore, in the memorable parables of the ten vir- 
gins and of the talents, our Lord himself has applied 
the day of his coming to these characters. The 
foolish virgins took their lamps, but took no oil in 
their vessels with their lamps. The evil of this they 
discovered when too late. At midnight the bride- 
groom came, and their lamps were gone out. He 
would not then acknowledge them as friends. He 
answered and said, "Verily, I say unto you, I know 
you not;** and the door was shut. The unprofitable 
servant, also, was "cast into outer darkness." If this 
were duly kept in mind, and if the probable nearness 
of the event were also considered (for, without fixing 
dates, most will acknowledge that the prophetic period 
is drawing to a close, and that we scarcely wait for 
any other great event but the downfall of the Turkish 
Empire, and the restoration of the Jews) ; — I ^say, if 
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this were duly kept in mind, would so many deceive 
themselves with "the fonn of godliness, while deny- 
ing the power thereof V If they would but consider 
that "judgment shall be laid to the line» and right- 
eousness to the plummet" — that principles and actions 
will be triedr— that indifference to the Gospel on the 
one hand, or an abuse of its doctrines on the other, 
would occasion the day of the Lord to be to them a 
day of terror, might they not be led to search into 
their own characters, and inquire how far their pro- 
fessions are borne out by their private and public 
conduct, and therefore in what light their character 
must appear in that day, when " the Lord shall bring 
to light the hidden things of darkness, and make 
manifest the counsels of the heart ?" Is it not evi- 
dent that the thoughtless and the mere professor can 
no longer continue such, with conscience at ease, 
when called upon to realize that period in which, not 
the name and profession, but character, formed by 
Christian principles, alone can stand ? In this view 
they might be led earnestly to pray, " Search me, O 
God, and know my heart; try me, and know my 
thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting. Hide thy face 
from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities ; create 
in me a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within 
me." Grant that, accepted in Christ, and renewed 
by the Holy Spirit, I may be " accounted worthy to 
escape those things which shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man." 
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But I hasten to notice that the prospect of that day 
is admirably designed 

3. To direct the Church in her appropriate Duty. 

The primitive Churches, " walking in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied/' They recommended their principles by 
their effects, both on their hearts and lives. They 
also went every where preaching the word, and many 
were added to the Lord. But, alas ! many of them 
too soon left their first love, and admitted error to be 
propagated without a due protest against it; the 
things which remained were ready to die, their works 
were not perfect (or filled up) before God, and they 
sunk into a spirit of lukewarmness. Hence our Lord 
said^ ^^ If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come 
on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour 
I will come upon thee."* God forbid, with these ex- 
amples before her eyes, the Church of Christ, in our 
day, should be negligent of her appropriate duty. Is 
the Bridegroom coming ? then let her go out to meet 
him. Is the time short? then let her redouble her 
diligence. Are means appointed by which her num- 
bers may be increased? then let her distribute the 
Holy Scriptures in all languages, and preach the 
Gospel among all nations. Let her not only pray 
that God would have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, in- 
fidels, and heretics, but manifest the sincerity of her 

* See the account of the Seren Chaiches in Asia (Rct. ii. and iii.); in 
the enconiagement given to which, as to faith and patience, and activity 
and zeal, there is a constant reference to the great day of the Lord. 
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prayers by her actions. In so doing she will occupy 
till her Lord come, and be instrumental in convert- 
ing multitudes of sinners from the error of their ways, 
of hastening his kingdom, and of preparing the whole 
world for the great event to which I have referred. 
The view we take of Prophecy is highly encouraging 
to present labours, both among Jews and Gentiles. 
The Church now possesses peculiar facilities, and 
great would be her guilt in neglecting them. God 
forbid that self-indulgence, or party spirit, should 
hinder the united exertions of such a nation as this ! 

But I observe, once more, that the approach of our 
Lord is calculated also 

4. To animate the Believer in his Christian Warfare. 

Our nature is prone to sloth. We grow weary of 
the conflict. We soon relax. We are soon off our 
guard. We practically forget our obligations "to 
fight manfully under Christ's banner, against sin, the 
world, and the devil." Now, is there any thing better 
calculated to revive our dying graces, and keep us 
watchful at our post of duty, than a believing ex- 
pectation of our Lord's return ? We could then no 
more sleep at our post than could that sentinel in the 
army of Epaminondas have slept had he known that 
his general would examine the state of the guard that 
night. But, not imagining such an event, he fell 
asleep, and Epaminondas therefore took his spear, and 
struck him to the heart, saying, " I found thee sleep- 
ing, and I leave thee so." His sleep ended in death. 
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the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end, 
for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ."* Then shall faithful 
ministers find their converts to be as their crown of 
rejoicing ;f then shall every man receive his reward 
according to his own labour;:); then shall true be- 
lievers meet all their departed friends, § and have a 
full display of the glory of their beloved Lord.|| Then 
shall they that be wise shine as the brightness of the 
firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars, for ever and ever.^ Yea, the righteous 
shall shine forth a's the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Who hath ears to hear let him hear.** 
Thus the coming of the Lord is represented as a 
blessed hope, to animate believers in their Christian 
warfare ; and, in order to support them under suffer- 
ings, and to stimulate them to exertions in the path of 
duty, you will have observed how often it is said, even 
of the servants of Christ, that He will reward them 
according to their works. As the justice of the Most 
High will be exhibited in the final condemnation of 
unbelievers, and his mercy manifested in the salvation 
of believers, so will the equity of the Divine procedure 
towards his servants be made to appear in that day. 
In what particular way or form this will be manifested 
it may not be so easy to determine. There may be a 
difference of capacity for enjoyment, and there may 

* Titus ii. 13; Phil. iii. 20, 21 ; Rom. viii. 23; 1 Peter i. 13. 

t 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20. % 1 Cor. iii. 8. § 1 Thess. i?. 14. 

II 1 John iii. 2. IT Dan. xii. 3. *♦ Matt. xiii. 43. 
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be different stations of honour and service in that 
immense and glorious kingdom. For want of some 
consideration of this kind, and from the dread of in- 
terfering with the essential Christian doctrine of justi- 
fication by faith, the rewardableness of good works 
has been too much disregarded, though so frequently- 
asserted in Scripture in connexion with this particular 
subject — the second glorious advent of Christ.* But 
let this very reward be considered as a proof of the 
Divine mercy,t and a display of the Divine faithful- 
ness ; and let it appear clearly that none are capable 
of it but those who have believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ with their heart unto righteousness ; and then 
there is no more danger in asserting, according to 
Scripture, the rewardableness of good works, than in 
St. James saying that "faith without works is dead;" 
or St. Paul declaring that " without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord." In reference to the doctrine of 
justification, it is evident that as sinners we can be 
justified in no other way than freely by God's grace ; 
and meritoriously by Christ's obedience unto death; 
and instrumentally by faith, and by faith alone ; but 
declarativelyj or evidentially ^ by our works ; and not 
only so, but our reward in the kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour will be proportioned to our Christian 

* Luke xix. 17 — 19. In this parable of the pounds all the servants had 
an equal sum committed to them ; but they made a different improvement 
of them, and were therefore differently rewarded. But in the parable of the 
talents (Matt xxt. 20 — 23) the sums committed to the servants were dif* 
ferent ; but their improvement of them was equal (each having doubled his 
deposit), and therefore their reward was equal also. 

t Psalm Ixii. 12. 
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sufferings, Christian dispositions, and Christian ser- 
vices ; and thus prove a wonderful exhibition of the 
Divine equity in all his proceedings, whilst it is urged 
in Scripture as an animating motive to comfort and 
support the servants of Christ in their arduous warfare. 

My dear Friend, if we have come to the Lord Jesus, 
as sinners to a Saviour, will not his second coming be 
a joyous event ? for he will in nowise cast us out. If 
we have regarded him as our master, and have en- 
deavoured to serve him from love to his will, and 
gratitude for his salvation, will it not be a joyful 
event ? for " whosoever shall give to drink unto one 
of his little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name 
of a disciple, he shall in nowise lose his reward."* If 
we have cast in our mite, according to our ability, to 
promote the knowledge of Him amongst Jews, and 
heathens, and nominal Christians, will it not be a 
joyous event? for then it will appear that "our 
labour has not been in vain in the Lord ;" and though 
our success should not have been equal to our desires, 
yet it will then be said, " Thou didst well in that it 
was in thine heart."f 

On the whole, therefore, I conceive the posture of 
our minds should resemble that of the true Israelite, 
when the high-priest fres coming out of the holy of 
holies. He had previously offered the sacrifice in the 
ordinary dress of the priests : he had entered within 
the vail with much incense, and they knew that he 
would come forth in the best robes, and bless the 

* Matt. X. 42. t 1 Cor. xv. 68 ; 2 Chron. vi. 8. 
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people. To the antitype the Epistle to the Hebrews 
beautifully refers. The Great High-Priest of our 
profession has offered the one and all-sufficient sacri- 
fice for sin ; he has entered within the veil and made 
intercession; and unto them that look for him he 
shall appear the second time without sin unto salva- 
tion.* Ever therefore unite in your mind his first 
and second advent. From Mount Calvary take a 
view of Mount Zion ; and then, with firm faith and 
joyful hope, you may say, " I believe in the forgive- 
ness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting." Let us then be "looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God." Let us joyfully 
expect his return, who has delivered us from the 
wrath to come.f Let us pray, " In all time of our 
tribulation, in all time of our wealth, in the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment, good Lord, de- 
liver us.'^ Let us believe, as we confess, " When thou 
hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst 
open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. We 
believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. We 
therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou 
hast redeemed with thy most precious blood. Make 
them to be numbered with thy saints^ in glory ever- 
lasting." 

My dear Friend, in this faith, day by day, may we 
magnify his name ; and when his people shall have 
power over the nations, J inherit the new heaven, § 

* Heb. X. 12; vii. 25; ix. 28. -f I Tliess. i. 10. 

t Rev. ii. 25, 26. § 2 Peter iii. 13. 
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sit with Christ on his throne,* and be ever with the 
Lordjf may we be found with them, to the praise of 
the glory of his grace* Amen, and Amen. 

I am, &c. 
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* Rev. iii. 21. f 1 Thess. iv. 17. 
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LETTER VI. 



'' This beautiful poem, 2 Sam. xxiii., containing the last words of David, 
might stand as a table of contents to the Book of Psalms. Their delightful 
theme is the Messiah. David spake as he was moved by the Holy Ghost, 
to describe his character and his conflicts as the Just One, who, for his 
meritorious obedience, shall be exalted to the throne of the universe : and 
in the language of a subsequent Prophecy, ' Of the increase of his govern- 
ment there shall be no end ; upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and justice, from 
henceforth, even for ever.' ^^^^Fry's Lyra DavidU. Introduction, p, 16. 

'' This must relate to the second Adam — the man that is from above, 
and is future ; for the word signifies hereafter as to time, and yrom above as 
to place ; and St Paul includes both senses. The second man is ' the Lord 
from Heaven ;' and ' Adam the figure of him that was to come,' or ' the 
future.' " — Dr. Kennicott on 2 Sam. xxiii. 



LETTER VI. 



DAVID'S SOVEREIGNTY PERPETUATED IN CHRIST. 



My dear Friend, 

The fate of empires has occupied the pen of the 
historian; and kings, with their armies, have deso- 
lated or benefited the human race ; but there is a 
kingdom in which knowledge, holiness, and peace 
will abound, and in which there will be no desolation : 
" They shall learn war no more." That kingdom is 
intimately connected with one peculiar nation — the 
people of Israel. In that nation the sceptre is limited 
to one peculiar tribe — the tribe of Judah; and of 
that tribe one particular family — the family of Jesse ; 
and of that family one favoured individual — and that 
individual was David, the Son of Jesse. From the 
tribe of Judah it was expressly foretold that "the 
sceptre should not depart until Shiloh should come ;"* 
in whom this Prophecy, and also the promises to 
David, would receive their final accomplishment. 
Let us therefore consider, 

I. The Covenant of Royalty made with David. 

II. The Confirmation of it in the person of Christ. 

III. The Result of it to the whole World. 

* Gen. xlix. 10. 
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I. The Covenant of Royalty made with David. 

If you will read the seventh chapter of the Second 
of Samuel, you will see the admiration and gratitude 
of David called forth on this covenant being made 
known to him : " Who am I, O Lord God ? and what 
is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?'* 
And again, in the 89th Psalm. Though the nation 
would be visited with a scourge for their unbelief, 
idolatry, ingratitude, and disobedience ; yet " my 
' lovingkindness, " says the Almighty, " will I not 
utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to 
fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn 
by my holiness that I will not lie unto David." 

Their national covenant might be broken, and the 
blessings of it forfeited ; and this, in fact, has been 
their history. 

The land, once flowing with milk and honey, is 
turned into barrenness. Their temple, once the glory 
of the world, has not one stone left upon another. 
Their priesthood is gone, their tribes are unknown, 
and they themselves have been scattered to the four 
winds. Ichabod has been written on the whole Leviti- 
cal dispensation ; but the covenant of royalty with 
David is secured for ever. Let us therefore consider 

//. The Confirmation of it in the person of Christ. 

When Herod demanded of the scribes where Christ 
should be born, they said unto him, " In Bethlehem 
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of Judea ; for thus it is written by the prophet, And 
thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, art not the 
least among the princes of Judah : for out of thee 
shall come a Governor that shall rule my people 
Israel." And when the angel announced to Mary 
that she should be the mother of the Messiah, he adds, 
" He shall be great, and shall be. called the Son of the 
Highest : and the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David ; and he shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever : and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end." 

When the Son of David shall take unto himself his 
great power, and reign, " Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely." They shall no more be dis- 
possessed of their land, nor shall strangers consume 
its produce. " Their peace shall flow like a river, and 
their righteousness like the waves of the sea. They 
shall be to the Lord himself for a name, and for a 
praise, and for a joy." They shall be a blessing to 
the rest of mankind ; for the law which shall govern 
the world shall once more "go forth from Mount 
Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem." 
Such shall be the confirmation of the covenant. 
Then let us consider 

///. The Result of this to the whole World. 

Hitherto darkness has covered the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. With the exception of the suc- 
cessful labours of the Jewish apostles, and their im- 
mediate followers, Pagan idolatry, Mahomedan im- 
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posture, and Christianity miserably corrupted, have 
well nigh shared the globe. 

How few have submitted to the Redeemer's yoke ! 
Christianity in its purity has been but as " a handful 
of corn upon the mountains." Through the dark 
clouds of this corrupted Christianitj^ a bright ray 
shone forth at the period of the Reformation ; but it 
remained for the 19th century to see the Scriptures 
translated into all languages, Christian missionaries 
sent forth into all lands, and the Christian Church 
arising to her duty, and proclaiming the Gospel to 
that people from whose forefathers she originally re- 
ceived it. 

Doubtless it is in the counsels of God, by these ex- 
ertions, to call out a Church from among the Gentiles 
and the Jews, to be a witness among all nations. 
But we still must wait some grand crisis, which shall 
disperse every cloud, and roll away the darkness from 
the face of the earth. That crisis is the period of the 
conversion of God's ancient people. They were the 
sowers of the seed, and they will be the reapers of the 
harvest ; for " if the casting away of them be the 
reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be but life from the dead ?" Then " all kings 
shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve 
him." Then shall Jesus of Nazareth be acknowledged 
" King of the Jews," and " King over all the earth ;" 
and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

He returns as the Bridegroom — he returns as the 
Friend — he returns as the Rewarder, of his people: 
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and therefore, at the close of Revelation, he says^ " I 
am the root and offspring of Damd^ and the bright 
and morning star.'* This is at the period also of his 
personal return. "He which testifieth these things 
saith, Surely I come quickly:'* and his Church 
should be prepared to answer, "Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus." 

" Hail ! to the Lord's Anointed, 

Great David's greater Son : 
Hail ! in the time appointed, 

His reign on earth begun. 
He comes to break oppression, 

To set the captive free. 
To take away transgression. 

And rule in equity." 

I am, &c. 
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** I saj then. Have they stamhled that they shonld fall ? God forbid. 

** I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, 
I magnify mine office: if hy any means I may proYoke to emulation them 
irhich aie my flesh, and might save some of them. 

** And they also, if they abide not in unbelief, shall be graffed in ; for 
God is able to graff them in again." — St. Pun/, Ram, art. 



LETTER VII. 



THE VOICE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT RESPECTING 

THE JEWS. 



My dear Friend, 

In these eventful times, when the Jews are becoming 
more and more an object of interest both to Church 
and State, indeed to the world at large, it seems de- 
sirable to meet every objection that may be urged 
against the endeavour to promote Christianity amongst 
them, and likewise to bring forward every Scriptural 
argument that can be adduced in favour of this im- 
portant duty. In many pious and benevolent minds 
there seems to have existed an almost superstitious 
dread of coming forward in their behalf, lest it should 
appear like an interference with the purposes of God 
towards that peculiar people : but however miraculous 
their national conversion may be, still there has always 
been a remnant from among tliem returning into the 
fold ; and we find that throughout the New Testament, 
as well as Old, their claims are enforced : this is the 
point I wish clearly to establish. 

It is a singular fact, that as the Jewish Church over- 
looked the Gentiles, although they were included in 
the writings of Moses and the prophets, so the Christ- 
ian Church has overlooked the Jews, although Christ 
and his apostles continually refer to them. 
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From the writings of the Evangelists, who narrate 
the personal ministry of our Lord, the two following 
passages alone are sufficient : the one, in which our 
Lord asserts his own Mission at that period — " I am 
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel;"* and the other, in which he gives a com- 
mission to the apostles — " Go not amongst the Gentiles, 
and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not ; but 
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel/'f 

St. Luke, in his history of the Acts of the Apostles, 
informs us that it was to devout Jews;^ who had come 
to the Great Festival, that the glad tidings of Messiah's 
resurrection were first announced ;§ and that multitudes 
of that nation, by the preaching of St. Peter, believed 
on the Saviour and were added to the Church. Thus 
was the door of faith first opened to the Jews ; and 
though St. Paul was afterwards set apart as apostle to 
the Gentiles, yet we find him visiting the synagogues 
in every place, and gathering fruit from amongst the 
Jews. 

In the Epistle to the Romans, the apostle, triumphing 
in the Gospel of Christ, declares it to be the "power 
of Grod unto salvation to every one that believeth, to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek ;'' H and he states 
that their rejection is neither total nor final. Here 
our attention should be particularly directed to the 
following verses addressed to the Gentile Church: 
" For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is 

* Matt. XV. 24. t Matt. z. 5, 6. { Acts ii. 5. 

§ Acts ii. 41. II Rom. i. 16. 
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wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature 
into a good olive tree, how much more shall these, 
which be the natural branches, be grafFed into their 
own olive tree !" " I would not have you ignorant of 
this my^stery, that blindness in part is happened to 
Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in : 
and so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written. 
There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob/'* 

In the First Epistle to the Corinthians, when an- 
nouncing the great subject of the Apostolic Ministry 
— " We preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stum- 
bling block, and to the Greeks foolishness," St. Paul 
adds, " but to them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God."t I^ t^c Second Epistle to that Church, when 
speaking of the superiority of the Christian dispensa- 
tion and of the blindness of the Jew, he yet holds out 
a hope that the heart of the Jew shall " turn to the 
Lord, and then the veil shall be taken a\?ay.":j; 

There seems to be a striking allusion here to the 
history of Moses ascending the mount unveiled ; but 
when he descends from that mount the veil is on his 
face : so, when the Jews shall again turn towards the 
God of their Fathers, the veil of unbelief shall be 
taken from their hearts, and they shall, with unveiled 
face, behold the glory of the Lord.§ 

* Rom. xi. 24—26. f 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. J 2 Cor. iv. 16. 

§ Is there not a movement towards this in the rejection of the Talmud 
on the part of thousands, and their appeal to the inspired writings of Moses 
and the prophets ? 
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In the Epistle to the Galatians, when urging the 
great doctrine of Justification by faith alone, and in- 
sisting upon the liberty of the believing Gentiles that 
they should not be compelled to live as do the Jews, he 
pronounces peace upon those Gentiles who were new 
created in Christ Jesus, and also upon the converted 
Jews, or "The Israel of God."* 

In the Epistle to the Ephesians he speaks of both 
Jew and Gentile as having " access through Christ by 
one Spirit unto the Father,"f and expressly declares 
that it was the great mystery of that age that the 
Gentiles should be fellow-heirs and partakers of God's 
promise in Christ by the Gospel.J 

In the Epistle to the Colossians St. Paul asserts 
that both " Jew and Greek are one in Christ."§ And 
in the Thessalonians he speaks of the " Churches of 
God which in Judea are in Christ Jesus." || 

We then come to the First Epistle to Timothy, in 
which St. Paul refers to his own conversion as " a 
pattern," or type, " to them who should hereafter be- 
lieve on Christ to life everlasting ;"ir none of whom 
could exceed him in their enmity to Christianity* 

In the Epistle to Titus it is declared that "the 
grace of God which bringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto all men," ** that is, to Gentiles as well as Jews. 

Passing by the private letter to Philemon, we come 
to that addressed to the Hebrews, an Epistle which 
ought to decide the question, as it is exclusively ad- 

* Gal. ?i. 16. t Eph. ii. 18. J Eph. iii. 4—6. 

§ Col. iii. 11. II 1 Thess. H 1 Tim. i. 10. ♦• Tit. ii. 11. 
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dressed to the house of Israel, and gloriously unfolds 
the Priesthood of Messiah as typified in the Levitical 
dispensation. 

The Epistle of St. Peter, who was the apostle of 
the circumcision, is written to converts from his own 
nation, " scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cap- 
padocia, Asia, and Bithynia:"* and he refers them 
in his Second Epistle to the great *' promise " revealed 
to their prophet Isaiah, that there would be "new 
heavens and a new earth,"! when "Jerusalem" would 
be "a rejoicing, and her people a joy .'^ J 

St. James avowedly addresses his Epistle to the 
Twelve Tribes,^ 

St. John says in his First Epistle, writing as a Jew, 
and evidently addressing Jews — " We have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous, who 
is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world."|| 

Leaving the short Epistle of Jude, which describes 
the apostacy of the latter times, and the second 
coming of the Lord to destroy that apostacy, we come 
to the Revelation of St. John. Now I would ask, if 
the Old Testament prophets perpetually refer to the 
Jews, and the New Testament apostles to the same, 
is it probable that this last book of Holy Writ should 
pass them by ? especially when it winds up all Pro- 
phecy, with the fulfilment of which they are intimately 
connected. Surely therefore it must be inferred that 

* 1 Pet. i. 1. t 2 Pet. iii. 13. { Isa. Ixv. 18. 

§ James i. 1. . II 1 John ii. 1. 

R 
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the " 144,000 sealed from the twelve tribes"* are 
converted Jews, and that the great " multitude out of 
every tongue, and nation, and kindred, and people," f 
are converted Gentiles; thus accomplishing the re- 
markable prophecy of Caiaphas, that " Jesus should 
die for that nation, and not for that nation only, but 
that he should gather together in one the children of 
God which were scattered abroad."J Now, if it he 
satisfactorily proved that the Christian Scriptures never 
overlook the Jews, is it right in the Christian Church 
to overlook them ? 

For centuries the Jews were the Lord's peculiar 
people, first as a family, and then as a nation. Their 
law was written by the finger of God himself; and for 
the space of forty years he guided them through the 
trackless desert, by day in a pillar of cloud, and by 
night in a pillar of fire. He drove out the nations 
from before them, and brought them to the promised 
land. There he visited them with mercies and with 
judgments ; but they continually rebelled against 
him, and finally filled up the measure of their ini- 
quity — the ten tribes by their perseverance in idolatry, 
and the other two by their rejection of the Messiah. 
Then, indeed, as a nation, they lost their civil and 
ecclesiastical privileges, but they were not cast off for 
ever. God had still purposes of mercy towards them ; 
and thus he addresses the vnld scions who were grafted 
in : " For as ye in times past have not believed God, 
yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief, 

* Rev. Til. t Rev. vii. 9. X Jol^n xi. 61, 62. 
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even so have these also now not believed, that through 
your mercy they also may obtain mercy."* Is there 
no meaning to be attached to these words ? do they 
not imply that these natural branches are left as a 
legacy to our fostering care, who partake of the root 
and fatness of the olive tree ? And have we hitherto 
acted as faithful guardians of that people ? have we 
prayed for them ? have we preached to them ? have 
we set them a good example ? As the trustees of the 
covenant, have we done our utmost to ameliorate their 
condition, subdue their prejudices, and enlighten their 
minds ? 

But there is yet another view of this subject to 
which our attention should be seriously drawn, because 
it may affect our interest, not as individuals only, but 
as a Church and nation. In sacred history we in- 
variably find the truth of that prophetic declaration, 
" Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he 
that curseth thee :"t ^^ am I sure that if the records 
of heaven could be read by us whether the reason of 
many a scourge in modern times would not be dis- 
cerned in the unalterable truth of this declaration. 
Not improbably we might find the oppression of the 
Jew on one column, and the judgment of the oppressor 
on the other. In support of this view of the subject 
we may refer to the history of individuals — we may 
refer to the history of nations. Laban, the Syrian, 
received Jacob into his house, and was forced to ac- 
knowledge that the Lord had blessed him for his 

* Rom. X. 30, 31. f Numb. xxiv. 9. 
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servant's sake.* Balaam, who enticed the Israelites 
to sin, was slain amongst the enemies of God.f The 
Widow of Sarepta's barrel of meal wasted not, neither 
did her cruise of oil* fail, because in the time of famine 
she had fed the prophet Elijah : J whilst Jezebel, the 
persecutor of that prophet, came to an untimely end.§ 
Saul was permitted to spare the Kenites, because they 
had shewed kindness to the children of Israel. || Egypt 
oppressed them, and became the " basest of king- 
doms."^ Cyrus, the friend and protector of the Jews, 
had for his friend the God of Israel, who opened before 
him the "two-leaved gates," and poured into his 
coffers the " hidden riches of secret places ;" and this 
he did for " Jacob his servant's sake, and Israel his 
elect."** The Moabites and Ammonites were excluded 
from the congregation of the Lord, because they met 
them not with bread and water when they came forth 
out of Egypt. tt And Babylon, who sat as a queen, 
was brought down to the dust, because she helped 
forward their affliction. J J With these instances before 
us (and others might be adduced), let it be borne in 
mind that the threatening has never been annulled, 
nor the promise withdrawn. Too long have we lin- 
gered on Mount Ebal, denouncing the threatened 
judgment; it is high time that we ascend Mount 
Gerizim, and proclaim the promised blessing. We 
have seen the withering effects of judgment; and may 

* Gen. XXX. 27 f Gen. xxxi. 8. { I Kings xvii. 

§ 2 Kings ix. 33 -36. || 1 Sara. xv. 6. % Ezek. xxix. 14, 15. 

** Isa. xlv. I— 4. tt Deut. xxiii. 4. J{ Isa. xiv. 
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we Dot expect to see the renovating effects of the 
i promise that " Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill 

' the face of the world with fruit? " Already the fig- 

tree is putting forth her green Ifeaves, and summer 
may be nigh at hand. The voices of the prophets 
cry — " Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion ; 
put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem. Awake, 
shake thyself from the dust, O captive daughter of 
Zion."* The voices of the apostles cry aloud, as the 
1 voice of one man, that to them " pertain the adoption, 

and the glory, and the covenants, and the gi\'ing of 
the law, and the service of God, and the promises ; 
whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for 
evermore."t 

Then, if the Christian Church would discharge an 
important duty, and enjoy a high privilege, let her go 
forward in this work of mercy, afford every facility, 
remove every difficulty, and give every encourage- 
ment to the people of Israel. Let her execute the 
commission given to her — " Go through, go through 
the gates ; cast up, cast up the high way ; gather out 
the stones; lift up a standard to the people. Be- 
hold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the ends of the 
earth. Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy 
Salvation cometh."J Oh ! that our beloved country 
may be the favoured one to bring this acceptable^ 
present to the Lord of Hosts. Oh ! that our beloved 

* Isa. Hi. 1. t Rora. ix. 4—6. J Isa. Ixii. 10. 

§ See Bishop Horslcy on Isaiah xviii. 
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Church may faithfully discharge her duty ; and thus 
together bring to pass the apostolic declaration, that 
"through your mercy they also may obtain 
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Sitting qf2l8t JVovenUfer, 1818. 

St/ the Jive Cabinets. 



Messieurs les SS. de Russia 
ont communique Timprimi ci- 
joint, relatif k une reforme dans 
la legislation civile et politique 
en ce qui concerne la nation 
Juive. La Conference, sans 
entrer absolument dans toutes 
les vues de Tauteur de cette 
Pi^ce, a rendu justice k la ten- 
dence g^n^rale et au but louable 
de ses propositions. MM. les 
SS. d'Autriche et de Prusse se 
sont declares prets a donner sur 
r^tat de la question, dans les 
deux monarchies, tons les eclair- 
cissemens qui pourraient servir 
k la solution d'un probleme qui 
doit ^galement occuper Thomme 
d'etat et Tami de Fhumaiiite. 



The Secretaries of Russia have 
communicated the printed paper 
hereunto annexed, relative to a 
civil and political reform con- 
cerning the Jewish nation. The 
Conference, without entering ab- 
solutely into all the views of the 
author* of this Memoir, has 
done justice to the general ten- 
dency and laudable object of his 
propositions. The Secretaries of 
Austria and of Prussia have 
declared their readiness to afford 
every illustration on the state of 
the question, in the two monarch- 
ies, which could serve towards 
the solution of a problem which 
ought equally to engage the at- 
tention of the statesman and the 
friend of humanity. 

♦ Rev. Lewis Way, 



(Signed) 
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Whilst all the Courts of Europe have thus recog- 
nized the civil and political claims of the Jews, their 
spiritual welfare seems almost exclusively to devolve 
upon England. The images admitted into the Romish 
Church, and the pictures introduced into the Greek 
Church, would necessarily excite prejudice in the 
mind of a Jew. It is the pure religion of the Pro- 
testant Church which can alone arrest his attention, 
and turn his heart from the traditions of his fathers 
to the oracles of God. 

The Society for promoting Christianity amongst 
the Jews has, by the Divine blessing, been gradually 
increasing in influence and success.* It lost a zealous 
friend and patron in his late lamented Royal Highness 
the Duke of Kent, who was deeply interested in the 
cause, and attended the opening of the Jews' Epis- 
copal Chapel. Funds are open in this Society for the 
following purposes : — 

For a general Mission. For the Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures into the Hebrew characters, and into 
the dialects of the countries where the Jews principally 
reside. For the Translation of the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, and suitable Tracts. For the 
support of Schools. And an Operative Institution, 
for the reception of such converted Jews as are exiled 

* Since this was written the King of Piassia has subscribed JG 1 5,000 
towards the endowment of an English Bishopric ; and Archbishops and 
Bishops have joined the Society. A converted Jew has been consecrated 
as the successor of St. James at Jerusalem ; and thus pure Christianity is 
at last exhibited there in the sight both of Jews and Mahomedans. 
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from their family on that account, till they have 
learned a trade. 

I am, &c. 

N.B. The Fund for the Translation of the Scriptures 
is greatly in need of aid. 

NojE. — ^This Letter has already appeared in print ; but it is so 
connected with the whole subject of Prophecy, that I have thought 
it right to insert it. May we not hope that the prophecy in Psalm 
cii. 13 — 16, is b^inning to receive its accomplishment? " Thou 
shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion : for the time to favour her, 
yea, the set time, is come. For thy servants take pleasure in her 
stones, and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen shall fear the 
name of thd Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy glory. When 
the Lord shall build up Zion, 

He shall appeab in His Glory." 



FTNIS. 



TAYLOR, PRINTER, COLCHESTER. 



I 



